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United States Departinent of Justice 
Іов Angeles, California 
Rovember 25, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Ce 


ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LAPORATONÁ ' 
© 
RE: BILL га; 
ERROÍ-YLYNN =~ VICTIM. 
KXTORTION 
Dear Sirs 
Reference 1s mace to a letter dated Noveaber 16, 192, 
ín this case, in which this office furnished the original 
extortion letter and envelope for examination. In that 
letter ít wes stated thst it was not necessary te return the 
letter or envelope to this office. 
It 1s now requested thet the original extortion letter 


and envelope be reteroed to tbe Los Angeles Field Division 
after the appropriste examinations have bees made. 


Very truly yours, 
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|- | up about criticism and that he wants vw set into the amy abt ail 
T costs, nell seu. Zrrol looks healtiker to us then cany men 
a they take every dzy. 17 it's his heart vhat is weak, Flynn 
ras whoulc have been buricd a long tiry a0." 
| ы s It 4s desired thet you imedciuvely checi: the records os tne 
f Local Sclective Service Board covering the residence of orrol sivan 
| "7° ` gpd review Flyun's Selective corvice file. you snouló furrioh C2 
Po € « Bureau with tho complete facts concerning liynn's CeZeracno wlt.ln 
e T Ж Seven Ghz b, 
OP INE ! 
! E This inyuiry sould be conducted in b very discreet mianer ~ 
| „У BO that {де fact iv) ds being Dade will Lot zc sublicizer,, 
: C — — à ` еы 
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f 
By IGOR CASSINI e reason whatsoever to believe | Же — 
P f 


| 


— i this, when Espi nas been s 

ПЕЛЕ is coming from | jong in the Еола Маје E 

Buenos Aires are iue senor | cieays shown his friendshir 

Dor Әсіре Espil. the impec- | for this country and is married 

сарје Агре: “пе ambassador © | toa U.S. girl. 

һе E i r" ” зый According to the Buenos Aires 
: 45 reports Dr. Carlos Alberto Aceve 


oar eat иелен 
| — do, Minister of Finance, is to be 
1 ` | & put in Espií's piace in Washine- 





mors to the '. ton. Handsome Felipe and 
effect that Courtney Espil. ranked as the 


: be trans 
, ferred to an- 
| other post 
А ye been 

. circulating 
' among diplo- 
matic circles 
, n the Capi 
‚ tal for some 
‘ time. It was 
` the genera: - | JKor Casein! 


; | world. would then abandon 
^ chagrined Washington to em 


^ 


! Espilwould. 4^ ж» жа 
| spil woul & оғ» те | fiith pest dressed woman in the 


pellish Madrid. the once glittery, 
ing capital of Spain. 


سے — 





that was especially the wish of 
his eegant U. S.born wife in | 
case they had to leave Wash: : 
ington. : 
Tne departure of the Espils ` 
from Washington will certainly 
be felt in the upper surata of 


Capital society. After Peruvian . Errol Flynn.whé | 
a Ambassador Don Manuel бе was acierred by his H woo | 
Frevre ¥ Santander. Esp} has raft board because of a hear ' 
heid ms post in Washington ondition. Funny the, whe 


nould happen to the nero oF 
he greatest screen battles, VO 


pular unaitached diplomats ihe tennis champion of the 
movie colony. vo ari cy boxer aTi 


© when he was only & dashing SeC t 
to the greatest aihere of al | 


$| Jonger than any other envoy. \ 
4 
| 
retary at the Argentine embassy i | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
1 

j 


He was already one of the most 


. Bere. In those times he often Hollywood, Flynn's friends. hes- > 
. saw Wallis Warfield, of Balti ever, say that hes burnt Ur 
about criticism and thal ne 
wants to get into the Army fia 
1) costs. We'll see. Erro} locks ' 
;eaithier to us than many men 
hey take every day. ии” 
nis heart that is weak. кил» 
should have been buried a long 
time ago . 
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NDER Ambassador and Sg’ 
ora de Espit's guidance the 
Argentine Embassy became Ore 
of the favorite rendezvous 107 E 
the diplomatic elite. Their ” 
embassy TOSE almost to è pit 
with the embassies of the 
greatest European powers. When 
war broke in Europe jt was one 
— of the lew places left where YOU 


e Could meet. elbowing each other, 


the envoys “of Great Britain. 
Germany, France and Italy. It 
| was also one of the few embas 


: tain. After the conference of 
Rio de Janeiro. when Argentina . 

and Chile refused to join all 
the other American Republics 
in a clear stand against she 


a 
‘rounded the Argentine Embassy. 
But the Espils could not be 
| blamed for that, even though 


t dn certain quarters malicious — e * 
` stories were being spread that = \ 
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ot to let itself be charmed|by А UASHINGTON Тірг5-г 
e bland words of sumber 52” шетте Ж I 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


SELECTIVE SERVICE 


Ade 


i a š "m > ; ^P I Xe Cure : : s 
|" [| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ` Ж е | i | = i 
. š `? 

k 


Ei — d 4. -`` Newspaper article appearing in Washington Tines- ; | 
; АЛАА | 
pe | w^  'Rerald, June 19, 1942, inferred that the subject, | 
f= lo jea movie star known es ERROL FLYNN, wes deferred =- ~ -— ———rs - 
: F improperly by his local board becauso of a neart | он т. 
ailment. Subject's Selective Service file reflects ! 


в 
I ' 
ЕУ? he was disqualified for military service by e U.S. | 
La Ce [xem Army exanining physician on Feb. 2, 1942, because жаа к 
<: | : l 
= (sdult), type in the right apex." Photographic 
ا‎ Е : “о gopies of subject's Selective Service file for- 
z warded to the Bureau. 

1 

ч 

3 


ү» yee of "tuberculosis, pulmonary, chronic reirZection 


- - C - 2 = 

| REFERENCE: Bureeu letter dated June 22, 1942. в.“ у 
- ђе ^ 2. “/ ж. * a : . . =. u 
Le. disi ie ‘Chant У 


Bobs ce PIPE £ 
- 14. fe í uoc 





— | ЕТАТ15: д.2 4 > В 3 = 
ec c0 Янс 6 tre !aeferenced Bureau letter advised that the following excerpt sppexred | 
in the cólunn, "These Charming People", by IGOK CASSINI, and was putlishégdy | 
! 
i 


t 


the Weshington Times-Hereld on June 19, 1942: Ka es 


” 
a 


Li 


— 7 nprrol. Flynn, who wes deferred by his H'wood draft. Ъявга 2 


“teceuse of a heart condition. Funny that this should happen YA ` 


'! ghampipn of the movie colony, to an ex-boxer and to the greatest s 
‘athlete of all Hollywood. ‘Flynn's friends, however, Бау that e i 
oat critici 


dil’ >œ 


_ he's burned цр. а gm and that he wants to get into the | 








- <=. -7* 


| = | 
7 | Гу, to the héro of the greatest screef battles, to the tenni г = t 
| - 


^a ә 





RE LR — * — * س‎ - 
ге Рур уде 7 и АЕ" т Lem „э У — РАДУ У C = 3 е “Ту с-т--- E ^ 


ч bi -sl Costs. \0'11 see. Errol looks healthier to us 


лм 
| tan man, men they teke every day. If it's his heart tnat 
— is weak, Flycn should have been buried a long time ago." 


This letter requested that a discreet investigation be nace imne- 


diately and thet the Bureau be advised of the complete facts concerning the 
subject's defernient. Ь7е, 





| ићи дары: — Clerk of Local Dreft Board No. 246, City rell, Beverly 
г, lc feo Hills, California, advised thet the subject had been disqualified for military 
elo. COT voBervice by the United States Arzy Examining Board beceuse of tuberculosis, erd 
ашы... qkkerefore had been placed in a IV-F classification by tne local board, Hr. 
А" ЕЕ: vised that Kr. A. E. PEIX, 632 North Altadena, Beverly Hills, telephone 

,, Crestview 61454, was chairman of the local boerd, ana that J.-L. РАБТТҮ,-347 Е 
E E Korth Sxetzer, Beverly Hills, telephone York 0493, сга ыг. DUGDND —— —— DE 
: 732 North Camden Drive, West Los Angeles, telephone Crestview 6-4445, were 
the members of Local Board No. 246 and had been the members in their respective 








|. ,. positions since the inception of this board. к - ` 

v iur Qo The subject's Selective Service file wes obtained fron vr. Qe 

> zg Ü RÛ it reflected that on February 2, 1942, the subject was disqualified Гог. 

о i" "; military service by reason of "tuberculosis, pulmonery, chronic reinfeczior 

soc Vos s(adult), type in the right apex." His physical ezanination was signe. by 

L: 7 | ~ SUSEPE PF. SZUKALSKI, Yajor M.C., exaninring physician. 

B “азы. Photographic copies were made of the subject's Selective Service 
_ ..? file,.and two copies are being forwarded to the Buresu. Cne photographic 
“®... copy of this file and the negatives are being retaincd in the instant file 

-' 7а Ап the Los Angeles Field Office. Subject's file was returned to Local Board 

b _. No, 246 on July 1, 1942. Ве А-а | — 

i ~“ re SES š . | 
та In view of the fact that there appears to be no violation of tne 
"72 7 o7. Selective Training and Service Act in the subject's deferment, no further 
' 7 ínvestigetion will be conducted unless requested by the Bure&u. py 

mq — = 

1 = “ENCLOSURES FOR THE BUREAU: Two photographic copies of subject's 

: ( . _  , . Selective Service file. 
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federal Bureau of fnuestiqn: an 


United States Drpartment of Justice 


Los Angeles, California 
October 14, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


TE m Re: ERROL THCUSCN FLYNN 


| * SELZIDTIVE SznV1CE 
P Dear Sir: 
ait Ь? — — is аде to the report of Special Agent ~~ н 






Mi , dated July 3, 1942, at los ngeles, Calif- 
ornia, ard to Bureau letter dated June 22, 1942, in the above- 
captioned matter. 





Cn September 19, 1942, the follox ‘ing information was 
received from the Branch Intelligence Office, Eleventh Kaval 
District, Los Angeles, California: 


"ССТТ, September 18, 1942. 


Dear Sir: Re: FLYNN, Errol 4 7D 


"Cn Sertexber 10, 1942 E ovi 
recently employed ру the Co T 2-€urnel деуепие, 
U. S. Fost Office end Court House Sldc., Los ángeles, 
California (Reliability "B") stated that while he was 
recently sitting in a restaurant he overnc cra two people 
talking about Errol FLYNN and that the 
conversation of one of these persons Miuicated that he was 
personally acquainted with Errol FLYNN! and he had intlnate | 
knowledze of his personal affairs; that he stated that both 
FLYNN an ‘ere piven a 4-F classification uncer the 
Selective oervice for the reason thet they were physically 
unfit; that both of these men were examined and were reported 
Жо. have hed a spot on their lungs; thét- themedical report 
= ^ Éhbuing this condition cost each of these e0 y و‎ 000, 


| COPIES DESTROYED hus acd. Lx) usa, A А- 3 


9€ AUG 29 1960 ur ти re krrol FLYNN is not in the arsed forces. ive 
` are unable-to advise the number of tie Selective Service воска 
under, which Errol FLYN was rejected. 5 GCT 19 1942 
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Director -2- 10-14-27 
Ке: EOL THOS FINN 


SELECTIVE SZWICE 


> r 


_ "The above information regarding FLY. is 
forwarded for such action as you may desire. 


. лі 
Yours very truly, 
YURELY FED, 
Е еце ШОИ E a р a S 


In view of the previous investigation conducted in this 
matter and reported in the above-referenced report, and inasmuch as 
the above information is non-specific in nature, no further investi- 
gation in tnis matter is being conducted by this office unless the 
Bureau advises to the contrary. 


Very truly yours, 


| 4 


— — n. B. ACCD 
25-8187 Special Agent in Charge 
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NOR FLYNN IN EL PASO. IF VIOLATION NEUTRALITY AC RECUEST LOS ANGELES\WQ 


BE FURNISKED DESIRED INSTRUCTIONS FOR INTERVIEW OF кые 
Bie CE ~“ F 
m cer Tn. Cr PG, > Я 
9-09 ved OK FBI WA CN {3 i 2 ° L^ 
Y | Wy a 287 i 







у ae жұла nile d — ¢ | “7/ 





AG — 2 ' s | — | ~ CC-281 Mr. Tolson 
: ( ` * Mr. E. A. Taza 
Federal Gurean of Investigation Mr CHEER 
Mr. Glavio ss 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd 
2 ЖС; Mr. Nichols 
Mashington, D. (€. i i: о 
Мг. Тгасу 
Mr. Cersos 
Mr. Coffey 


. Mr. Hendon. —— 
ж” Mr. Kramer 
ern плу ша 4” Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Harbo 


, FE: POLTAELF TAANSCEIVER RADIO, Serial #3934 ` , ,“ Mr. Qulon Tamm 
, АКІТЗАЫТУ АСТ - EXPOE® CONTHOL 274 4-01 == 
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: | ad ы“ Tele. Room 
x. 574 Reference is made to the teletype dated February 25, 
Y š 1943, from the El Paso field office in the acove caption 

NA . matter. Tne Customsofficials at Fl Paso adyise that the 
йі е notor bost "Little Sorocco" owned by ErroyfFivnn, the motion oict-7 I 
— Du ector, hac been shinoed [гус pt Californie, via freight to AJ 
— Fl Paso, Texas, for tran ep Acapulco, Mexico. The Customs 

ліс (on abosrd this boat the above-nentioned radi med by i 
EUTB and rezistered for use ailoard the yachjz'Little Mona" 

A request was made to determine wiether tne racio 


Mr. Neare - 
Miss Beabm_t 















Pa Or..€a Oy | ~ 
above--eiticned was conteined on the Enbergo List and whether the ° 
sti»»e;t to Mexico haá been covered by &1 Export iicense. Upon the ` 
~ 
x 


ы” 


rece: + of the above teletype, Supervisor R. O. hitteisen communicated 

vith of the Board ої Есолотіс Warfare, at which time the 

letter sire’. trot Errol Flynn had secured a license for the shipment 

of his fishing boet "Little Sorocco" with aopurtenances to Wexico but : 
tnat the srianent of instant radio was not iicensed. ~ 
considered this shioment а possible technical violation oi tne ort 
Cortrol Act. He stated further that the sale of the radio in Lexico 

would be a definite violation. He suggested, horever, that the 

Custozs officials at Fl Paso, Texas, should obtain & bond from Flynn for 

tue return of the radio to tne United States waich, if done, would make а 
violation of tne Export Cortrol Act doubtful. 
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Tnere are several anzles to be considered in this matter. In 
the first instance, attexots to ship materials on the Eubargo List 
outside of the United States are not covered in the Act. The next 
possibility is thet a conspiracy does not exist since Flynn has not b 
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+ 27244 
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ae 


conspired with any other persons apparently in unazertaxing the shipping. 
Until tne radio has actaally been shippea frou the United States, it is 


-- higrly doubtful that ever. a technical violation is present. ceoriinzl- 7 
the fcllowinz instructions were issued telephonically to SA Cais 
: of tne Fl Paso field office at L:30 p.m. on Merch,l, 1945. ¢ 
9 с, RLVUbwkLy & INDENBS с. уз | 
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+ | was advised of tht @bove fac 
BUY ithe unlicensed character of the shipment of tr 
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Mr. Ladd — 


well as the decision of a representative of the Boerd of Economic 

warfare. It was suzzsested that this matter be discussed with the Customs 
officials at El Paso, Texas, and thet the suzzestion offered by the 

Board of Economic harfare concerning the securing of a bond guaranteeing 

a return of this racio to the United States also be set forth. It was 
pointed out definitely that the action to be taxen should be left entirely 
Sithin the province of the Custocs Service and that they apparently had 
the following lines of action open: First, to let the radio be snipped 
without ал Export license, wich ít is doubtful thzt they would do; 


. secoad, to rezuire Flynn to secure an Export license for the radio; 


ano third, to гес те the posting of a bord guaranteeing the return of the 
гасіо іо the United States by Fiynn. In conclusion it was pointed out 
that the ultimete action recomended by the Custaas Service should 

govern and it was not necessary for El Paso to conduct any further 


investigation at this time. 2242 
Respectfully, 
" v» 
F. L. Welch 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
тае оомат ат EL PASO, TEXAS FILE NO. 2-56 | =. қ 
у REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE сесси | REPORT MADE BY „ x 
] | кею, тоз 3-15-45 |2-25,26;3=2-15 QE alf 
| | PORTABLE TRANSCEIVER RADIO, Serial #3934 NEUTRALITY АСТ 


EXPORT CONTROL 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Radio seized by Custons Officials, El Paso, because not 
. listed on manifest of shipment from Newport Beech, Calife, 
to Acapulco, Mexico. Licensed by Boerd of Economic Warfare. -— 


Š — sarees Freiio ascertained to be not registered but 
| ously giered for yecht,**Little Mona,® property of 
| Уу” GENE ES Nex York City. Stiipping correspondence 

D ini ates boat and fishing gear were intended for pleesure 

r trip and to be returned to U. S. Teletype sent to Bureau 

| and reply by telephone instructed Customs to demand bond 
or export license for radio. 


! | = С 


e This investigetion was precicated upon a telephone call from ч 
T : the United States Custozs Service, El Paso, Texes, on February 25, 
1943, to the effect that a shipnent consisting of a 22foot power Y 
boat and equipment for fishing, including èe portable transceiver 
— radio which was not listed on the manifest, bad been seized by х 
| : (Customs, The shipment was bound for Acapulco, Meríoo. E 
> E Е Custons guard at the Stanton Street 3 
is : s ge, 80, stated that at 4:30 peme on February 25, 1943, » 5 
4 3 


` he stopped a truck which bore the shipment described above, 


- toms form 74455 listed the equipment that be exported and 
к | gubsequently returned, Upon exarination, aid all 
2 articles were found in order except for the above-mentioned radio, 


> which wes in the boat, covered with a tarpeulin, e 10 was 


&isconnescted ani wes not ín operating eondition. seid 
that he -+ ‘22 Deputy Collector, who 
instructed bia to seize the radio and permit the rest of the 
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7777777. RRID PL, Hollywood, Califorzis; purpose of shipcent stated isbing 
' at —“ Mexico, Wie motor freight. This form was 41), ___ 


El Paso File #2=36 Ж сан 






shipment to proceed to Merieo, Later, under direetion o SERYE SEE 
Assistant Collector, the reidio was taken under Custozs e 2ГҮ16100ө 

said that the Custors authority for seizing the radio ley in the fact that 
the reZio was not declared as pert of a shiprent, for which an export 2 
license hed been íssued, | 


-- 


Customs form #4455 contained the following information concerning this ship- 
ment: Export license #1288760 eovered one 22=foot, Prigg Mierí eruíser 
boat—-Floride type, fishing motor boat, 22 feet long, approximately 3000 
pounds, #27D651, Gray Phentox Motor #50657, 125 horsepower, Tx foot bean, 

2 feet, 6 inch depth, 1-6 wolt dreft battery, sirel fisting ehair, fishing 
tackle, poles, etc,, miscellaneous, Íneloding eushions, bosrds, etc,j OWDeT, 


Custors broker, 109 South Florence Street, El Paso. 








DEERE -.л2:41 Conmmurieations Coemissior Monitoring Officer 
Paso, in the presence of the writer, inspected the radio end identified 
4% as follows: Serial 3934, operating bantde=—on the receiving side, 2514 KeCos | 
2670 Е.С.у ас4 2738 K,C,; en the trensaitting side, 2118 K.Ce, 2670 KeCo, ani 
а F Model ET6013; power output, § watts; fesued Mey 5, 1940, which, 





stated, was the probable tins of purchase; 6211 letters WFEV; trede 
sre— Portable Transceivers stated that the range of this equip= 
ment was about fifty miles enc he sajë that he would wire the Federal Communi 
° eatiors Coacission at Washington, D. Ce, for information as to the possible 
transfer of the license for this radios 


сиин... broker, 109 South Florence Street, El Peso, OI- 
bites his file to the writer, which eontained the following information: 
Copy of invoice from Prigg Boet Works, 3627 Hortheas >t, Miami, 


Floride, éeteà April 15, 1940, wbieL was made out to 
Florida, eovering 22-foot Prigg Miami Cruiser, velue $2,450, 
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° r'a 
export declaration was mede out at Bollywood, California, Kovezber 5, 1942, 
by ERROL FLYNN, 8511 Sunset Foy liywood, Celifornia, end listed all 
the items except the redice said the shipment eame by Southers 
Pecific and ley at the joint warebouse for some time before orde Fee 









ecived to move it. By telephone ít was ascertained from eashier 
at the Southern Pacifie freight office, El Paso, that the peent came from 
Newport Beach, Califorsia, via Sou 


e Freight on Dec 4 2, 
hed the file ef 
Customs broker et Juarez, Mexico, sert to his office for è nation 








15111 #21, freight bill #16516. 
y the а file indicated that ERROL FLYNN be executed power ef => 






attorney to or handl shipment, Also included wes a wire, 


dated Decenber 22, 1942, — ERROL FLYNN' г, whieh 
stated that the boat, “Little coo,” was built for 1 Boek- 
men Place, Hew York City o was BO" Oversesse in the T све 

wire stated that gave the boat to FLYNN with the equipasst - 


Specified; however, mo méniion was male o? the radios 
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ee rec ting Deputy Collector, United States Custons, Court ^ 
50239, usop atete that he had in his possession the original export .- - 
control license, issued by the Board of Ecoronio Warfare at Washington, D. Ces 
Decenbor 7, 1942, #1188760, ‘This license stated thet FLYNN was a United .. - 
Stetes eitízen, residing et 8511 Sunset Pouleverd, Hollywood, Californias ` 
The application was dated October 14, 1942, eonsignee, ERROL FLYNN, in eare 
of kKazeger, Yacht Club, Acapuleo, Meríco. Tt also stated that the shipnsst 
was not intended to be sold or disposed of, ani it covered the boat and 
appliances, but did not specify the redio. stated that his 
office was applying to the United States Айту а aso for e writ of 
attention, whieh would authorize Custoes to bold the radio because of an 
‘alleged violation ef Section 6 of Export Control, which 1s failure to declare. 


ol IEEE Sof tbe -—rications Connission, telephoned 
nform the Acting Chief of Redio Intellie ` 
genco, Fožeral Communications б0221868102, ashiagton, D. Cep bad тіге that the № 
tranacitter was not registered, The wire stated thet the set was previously 
registered with call letters WFEV, in the Rame ИННИ use 
оп the yacht, "Little Mona," 
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On March 1, 1943, Supervisor , Washington, De. Ce, telephonically 
advised that the Board of Econoaio Warfare, Washington, De Co, Вай been eonsulted 
regarding the shipping of ínstant redio by ERROL FLYNN. He stated that the 
Board had advised that the radio was Bot covered by an export license, vat 


_ stated that FLYN: bed a license to operate such e radio and that the facts, as 


presented, represented a possible technical violations 


WR eee stated that the Custoas Offioials sbould be diplomatically 

reset thet the Board of Econoníe Warfare had sugzested that the Custoas Officiels, 
in tbeir discretion, eould require RE3OL FLTNN to obtaim an export license 

eoveríng the redio, or they sould require him to post a bond guaranteeing the ree 
turn ef the radio to the United Stetes and thereby prevent the sale er éisposel 

ef the radio while outside of the continental Limite of the United States, Pur- 
ther, if such ea bond were posted ага ERROL FLYNK then disposed ef the radio, there 
would be a real violation of the Export Control Aet, whieh would warrant prose- 
eutíione 


ЫШ... the Customs Service, was informed of the Duresn's messegte 


осі оЗзЕре 
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cated ү: he never heard of anyone offering 
to furnish iniormatlon to any Cu Cuban authorities regarding 
anti-CASTRO activities. eek. per 
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TO * Dii ctor, FBI (62-75147 ° `) DATE: March 13, 1955 I 
e t и: ` "НС 
Е (бес, t Let: 1, Havana (64- ius) ETE INFORMATIC:: COTTA SS 
2 0 | T К nO f 
zx f SUBJECT: i TES CAS GAMBLING — IN CUBA ы үстү IS USEL СЕЛ: » 1 
272 *^ ^ ANTI-RACKETEERING 5 АЛҒА 
Z. * . "n А ДЕ 2/34 


Referevce Havana letter January 8, 1952. Since the 
„ Submission of rclerence letter, the following laformwation has been 
AN conve» ning, the activities el American çûnublers in Havaua: 


3. 

4 

5 

6 | 
+ - к oL 
.8. Tne Gawbl tig casinos in Cuban were “closed from January з, .71- 
`9; 1959, the dat. oi thy overthrow of vue BATISTA regime, until - 
22 

1 

2 

3. 

4 


“February 19, 1898, Waen certain casinos were permitted to reopen 5 


by government Честее: Contacts with numerous sources affiliated 


: 2 with American ,anblers in Cuba indicated that dur ~ug the period ^ | 

a > _ Gawbling casincs wert closed very liitle overt effort was nade on 

"o^ c4 e the part of any ef the Awcrican invo) cst holders te obtain permis: .c. 
35 ` to reopen. Ge January 8, 1952 , ПРИМЕ avisei thi: Americ&éa casino d 
26 ^ operators іпісесеі tó have casino wis поҮ(е1 ерріс: еев Бгіпс pressure nde 
29. 


КО . Фо bear on the (vban Government to uit the кесген of gambling 
1:87 casinos. .- pta | eae сш | — г: t 
Bj ses | | d : | 


бБирбетозп ју пиљекоџ5 деко: 'etratíons wer: 


: “held by employees | 
ү, of the various 2eubling casinos petitioning the GP eroment to peri.it 
32 -. the reopening ʻi tihe'casinos in ord:v to provide © “ployment for the 24 
»2, hotel and casi: workers. Permissi: was finally «ranted on | 
|4- Берглату 19, 1757, for tne followin: «cnsinos tc re оба: Тгорісала, > 
15 Sans Souci, Cc doro, Riviera, Hilt”: , Nacioral, *: ori and 5%. Jonus, «| 
LM Тһе Deauville, < villa- Biltmore and ада casinos vere | not granted a P 

permission to reopen, | .. — > i 
jg? ы ` ы 


19 |g ‘Qvised on February ?1, 1959, thet the government ы 

.0— decree allovia, certain gambling casincs to reopei над been brought 
фу about by the s:;corg threats made on the part of the hotel employees! š: 
е7 12 unions'to go on virike unless their doands were L-;rdà and the n" 
:3 Casinos reopen. Source noted tha! ibe Cuban Gov: nnent began | 










4 February 11, 103, to confiscate all slot machine: in all gambfing yi 
15 сазїлоз in Havi na, . | sa i ! 
е ` ; f је -^_ борта... 2 [^ o 
4 е ] ` 
19 7 - ы (1 «rh; Miami — š геу: омугу 
50 3 nig, New Yor ‚+ 2 5 4 76/2; >; ار“‎ LQ ky 
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“5 :: 
ia that the pitting element i 

I received i-':iwation tnc o lO Drimc Minister of : 

:8 Cuba, did not c ire that rentinue his ' 

*9 garbling operas’ ub Do“? ‘se it was well 

Ü known that 2а been clos’ sy associates “ith a 

i brecher-in-law oj *ercmer Cuban 7oosidcnt TULGENCYO ^ 

E 11514. — “tatéd that movie astor ERROL-FYTL): ‹ nad apparently | 


~. 

, endeared himse?!: io FIDEL CASTRO by publicizing a visit he had made 4 22 
54 ^ .to CASTRO when (C SPRO was in Oriente !'rovince pric: to the overthrow \ 
5 гоз ‘the. BATISTA (« vcrnment. ” Source si-.éd that CASIO had asked’ 

$ ERROL FLYNN to а a reliable уса5оп Фо орези!Ёе {һе Sans Souci: 
"casino. FLYNN, ine to source, (^t in touch with 
38 р. 0. Box Washingtc», Source de: 'ibe 
9 ава ounce «Aitor in tac. Bas. lon-0re lo рел» Soe куе чот 
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represents жаг' i $250,000 for the с: Souci . 
advises on Way > 19, 1050, that the 
. ¢i2len through sine: sided to naKe 
а іс <> Бе Sans Souci casi: » vetain it hinself. 
Source statec e erie till Pete possessio: of the casino 

жай арат 15-21 |. here tne паге а ^" ont. §curc: did not know У — 
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IN ; Ж м „у 
_ JOHN WLOAR HOOVER \ ( f i oD Mp E. A ве. 
. DIRECTOR — и 
7 r. Clegg 2 
— Hen T (4 : : Mr. Coffey —_ _ 
: z eNeral Фиггаи nt ftiuerstigatian Mr. Clavin 


United States Drpartment of Justice и Mr Ladd er 
Mr. Nàd"ols, 
Washington, D. €. ' y 


Lose. Resen е 





Mr. Tracy 
July 27, 1943 Мг. Асега | 
Мг. Сагвог 02 
bfr. Haribo 
иінолелігім FOR TaSE DIRZCTUR - Мт. Hensen 
| Mr. Mumford 


2 Mr. Starke. 
ago Nr. Quins Ташт. 
With reference to the recent news comment Tele. Roon 
concerning the situction in Hollywood, California, Жр 


rnt. 
. 


2 wherein it is clleged that 300 or more girls each month b s 
~ disappear, and the story of vice existing there, the d curo ; 
Т $ Bures hes hod no Cirected activity toward this conditiónsf.,, Yz, 7 
oY ы shite Sleve Troeffie act violations have beer snoredicalig- SLs +d 
М resorted in the area, They co not appear to be tied in to ej 

= ony pattern in the movie colony. к | 

а 

2 Acticn to be taken; 

it. + 

4 

t In view of the article, we are requesting the Los 

7 Anceies Gffice tc furnish the details with reference to the 


news item and the cases which have been recently brought to 
their attention which may tie into Eollywood vice. 1% does 
соресг from the article thot these Girls come from all sections 
of the ссип+ту anc ena up in the Kollywood coleny, and because 
of reverses onc fcilure to obtain employment they turn to vice. 


~ 


This is not in viclation of the White Slave Traffic Act but 
Goes reveal, if true, on ccrrcvaied condition anc c fcilure on 
the part cf local law enforcement to properly perforn its cuty. 





-. 


de . | 
| | A Respectfully, 
E he — š 
- > ` = © 1 қ 
| А. Еозеп i 
|. : | 
E | \ / 
1, < T / 
42 


— + 
а `. 





RS 


Sb 


v. ~ + + 


š ЖА5ЛІПОТО: ТІпі5- AAD 
7-27-43 


‘ellyloid Boomtown: — . Laws Are Made To Be Broken, 
'eporter Finds Hollywood Hollywood Tenet, Says Writer 
ives ‘Outside the Law’ карса аш re great Ме сап СЫП отапа юг Мемо 


i . “They Bamed streets after me ir 

. . ; pull down $7.500 * week and china. In India, Hindus worship 

Denizens Justify Colony’s Excesses thereby hold up a picture 10 days me as a god. The Caucasians made 

2 * by muffing his lines; the studio ® Star out of me. Why should 1?" 

By Comparison With Gold Rush Days president so powerful he can have He has some curiol:s friends, 

I a $250,000 picture made on his One of them met Joan Barry, who 

This is the third of a series of 10 articles by a Thicago Tribune jot and never even jock at it or had been waiting tables when ig- 

riter who went to Hollywood to sec what was happening there. know it has been made. because nored by the movie-makers. че... 

B he Las à persona! feud with the kave her а letter о! пигосл.:.0: 

By MARCIACWINN е producer; the producer so good he vni EA DON boy. ME 

"Wr : ; can affurd to make a $30 e r to mee apun. e 

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., July 26 (C.T.P.S.).—1In a commu- ие cal! it a € A 53000000 Arranged a cozy dinner party and 

гу the essence of which ig blackmail, anything can po. Input it on a shelf, :Chapln iod the giri «n her words 
1 z : sav the deni The Ten being is characte: ized that she “hac whai it takes.” 

ollvwood almost anything does go. Laws, ray the denizens py exhibitionism. egacentriciem, , CDRg IN Rave her & movie con 

this strange world, with that" . : and a wanton disiegaid of the AC F.C undertook her dramai! 

тар platitudinous wit that The movie people lap this UP.jaws and mora! codes binding those ÓDstrzetion. He decia:med Shakes 


sees for Sophistication, are made’ They feel just the same Way.poor, berighied beings of the land, P* ^1 for hours on end with thr 


— ink enchanted girl as audience RII 
“aw.” they'll say, “this is just as à whole. He thinks he can бо. 1 5 à . 

е акеп: ‘hke Oxiohama in the ой poom anything and ке аву with it — te M one unc 
, Ms For much of this the moviego,rgi&Dd, Serdid After the gir. uncer 

w Analyses Attempted Give the place time. No Onfpubic is responsib.,e, for it sets went two ilegal operations & 

` - ans + * r М . 1 

Few bothered to el > that the local boom has been these beings оп a plane far above] it. arresta by — Hills po: 
eW ever тте °° going strong for 30 years. that of mortals. Most of it is Pro; poog or “annoying” Chaplin an 

* peculiar moves here. A man. o duced by the colony itself. its spot. DOO ed 4 vagrant Here Mu 
-ne out not long ago and wrote, Some Remain Nice lights—those strong lights under DN + а a6 Se 
‘New 2: ; which characier as well as biemisi , 5 * a 

book. bout ив Маг Many perfectly пісе, normal gicinieciates — and its wenith tude: Ut mispended: the кетеп 
-porting to be № 50С.01062С2! people gravitate out heie. Somewhich corrupts all at touches. .on condition she “never boine. 


ay. No one bothers to mention remain that жау. The majority Hundreds of cases could be cited: Chaplin again.” 


vat the résvlting apologia should go along for a few weeks andin Hlustration of this, but the two. Chaplin Buddie in Court. 

е been taken with a box of salt,: - : М : most flagrant exampies of the 

2o Es prO 53 np writinz for 2. it s them: ee two which managed to get! While in court the girl spiet 
A and amnesia. Forgotten is all ofinto the public prints over the deac Chazsin's buddie, R - 
sior studio: Nevertheless, шо, oi modesty, of dignity, orbodies of R good many Hollywood! gp cud ER оше 
ıs subsidized volume he justi: Any socalled homely virtue theySORMivers, are Charles Chaplin and ` ее ЖЕ erat 


“S Hualynvoe taviwcs on the, | ` . Err Flinn. 
sound that Hollywood is just like one ney SUE some never и lin Matter Dr d C 
“aska in the gold rush, Oklahoma Se i Peu. PPRS FBI in 1941 on charges of enter- 
1 the ol rush, Newport in е. In thelr stead emerges the “new Hollywood {мик е cura the United States ега": 
нара ] Tur matter should be dropped now. |from Austria in 1938. A mc.y 
” эш a BOER riche. = " Page: 33, со. u _ Hasn't Chapin taken а new magnate was instrumental in hav 
Ыр bride? Aren't they living quietly;ing & bli! introduced in Congres: 
jn the Chaplin mansion, half Span-|asking that his citizenship be e+ 
ish, half Mediterranean, half early |tablished by act. This failed tu 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. up on Sum-/pass. The Department of Imm 
mit Drive in Beverly Hills? gration refuses to say whethe: 
Chaplin is one of the wealthiest' Arden is scheduled to be depc:iec 
members of the movie colony. after the war or whether his casc 
Other members say he should be,'has vet to be heard, 
for he is notorious!y stingy. con-; Alfter the hearing a detective 
tributing neither to local charity Capi. W, W. White. gave Joar 
nor any other. He is a British. $100 and g tourist ticket to New 
citizen who has never attempted, York. White told her Arden 
to become a naturalized Ameri-;‘Kligier) jeft the money арс 
can. and among the Chapliniana ticket for her. She жаз to get 
— пом being investicated by assoried out and stav out. 
. Federal agencies is his income tax.: „She didn't. she met a friend ir. 
His remark that he is “a citizer Omaha who told her to come bac: 
ot the world" is well known. , Noti and fight. She tried to react 
known at all is the reply he made, Chaplin again, again was arrested 
to a friend who sugeested it really land sentenced to 30 days. The 
was time he took out citizenship! rest of the story is weil known. 
papers here. Various invesiigations ил 
“They have statues to me in! Chaplin's life were begun. Had re 


whose rea? name is RicEart-E..c 
Џет. Kliger was arrested by i. 
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»àtributed to the delinquency of August 1941. She made no head. 
mors by having the Barry gul way. In fact. a group of officials 


Nurtzel, a pro-jriage to be overicoked. Moreove: 

_ hig-heare*where he has two:went to her parents in Santa Bar- uu. ~ àt 20ih Cerkury-Fox. The-an energetic district attorney we 
„ang sons? Had he been an bara and obtained a }еТТет-сахїпк jury, including Wurtzel, went to then in office, John F i 
cessory to two illegal operations the parents did not want to prose: yc rand reported s no bill on atie TERES | 
„formed on Joan Bair)? jcute, as the girl “was so sours Какпа гер the three whohad pe the Com piant he 
His marmage to Oona) O'Nell,:the scandal would be humiliating.” admitted guilt as well as Рїупп! "We have as much evidence bs w 
.0 was 18 years old fin May, The matter was dropped. who denied it ever do." 
“pears to have slowed up these, This was too flagrant a miscar-| Everyone fn the fim indus 
vestigations. Whether more is Betty. Hansen Case ааа = 2 
де жіп Une oilers cepenas сп, A year jater Betty Hansen. 17, 

.e veal or inveerity of the district: | — казни 

*orney's office. Was reporlea m.ssinég. 5 e was 


aer of So! 















I . a juvenile the juvenile court looked a= == asa gn ш 

;; nn Technique her up. In her pocketbook they went to town оп Dockweiler. but 
The Fiynn technique In which found Finn's private telephone pû Flynn case went to trial. Fiyon 

wes acquitted of statutory? rape namber, Jn the subsequent grand t Ы itted and moviest x 

$ Jury investitation. ihree youths, wad acquitted, es the 

- three counts. may be related two of whom were employed by jJadits cheered. but — трех, 
сеп more briefiy. The girls IN the same studio (Warner Brothers? qt ges Out here in t 155 s 
^ case were Peggy tteriee, ac Fivnn, admitted sexual rela. ‘amusing town called но 

ow girl, and moviestruck Betty tionsiip with the girl. Flynn de lAnd Dockweiler died of 

amen. nied и. latrack. 


Tue Satterlee girl fist atlenipied ; On the grand jury was Harry -— 
press charges against Fiynn HM ard. ar actor's agent. Wurtzel 
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| in connection with it and his principal function appeared to be to obtain 

5 girls for certain executives and producers as well as for FLYNN. - 
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' DEPARTMENT OF STATE w 
| WASHINGTON 
In reply refer to January 26, 1940 
A-M 862.8591 /736 . 
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My dear Mr. Hoover: 


hoc e 9 


> Referring to a telephonic request from your Bureau 
| made some weeks ago in a conversation which Mr, Warren 
| of my office had with a member of your etaff, І ап 
| pleased to enclose a copy of strictly confidentlal 
despatch no. 754 of January 11, 1940 from the American 
| pila p” Consul General at Busfios Aires, Argentina, in regard 
p to the steamship WMssukuma and one Dr. Hermann r, \erben 
WAP ——— - cd © 


| "|! 1.54 who already has a record in your Bureau, Should ad- 
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a4 
х А 


"m ditional information of value regarding Dr. Erben 
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а-а војни 2%. . 





| 13 be received I shail be pleased to send a copy thereof 
z to you. 
3 Bincerely yours, 
| з 
` OKT 
I 
. چ‎ да Ee р 
| George BS. Messersmith 2 
| 12 Assistant Becretary 
| ’ Enclosure: ا‎ ee 
| > 3 ~, --. Егов Consulate зо Бында А1 
| I? no. 754, January 11, 1940, with 
pi enclosure. 1 а ee т 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esquire, | 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investi 
AS Department of Justice. 
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tel 


| AMERICAN UVD vimena eram. ` a 
Bucnos Aires, Argentina, — 711, 1940. 


GN 2:1 





SUBJECT: Activities of German Vessels in Arcentine Ports. 


THE HONORABLE DE 
TEE SECRETANY OF STATE, 
WASHINGTON, 
SIR: 
I have the honor, with reference to my despatch no. 
622 of Hovexber 17, 19359, and other reparts relating to 
the Cerman vecsel Ussuincm which was at the port of 
Incenfero White at Bahfa Blanca prior to being scuttled 
off the east const of Arsentina, to transnit herewith 
а nénorandu prepared by Vice Consul Clifton P. English. 
recording the departure for Chile of Dr. Herman F. 


3 2 
“к 47 Erben, an Anerican citizen who was serving as ship's 
[1-3 -F>- surceon aboard tho Ussularx. It will be noted that Dr. 


Erben's record and conduct have been such as to give 
rise to sane suspicion with respect to his trustworthi- 
ness and loyalty. | 
| Respectfully yours, 





Gh 


Monnett B. Davis‏ بے 
Amrican Cansul Gencral‏ 
Enclosure: 3‏ 


Ко. 1. Медогалашл, 


“мса lle no. 885.91 27% — zd 
ıa ne 1a gf ile n Pu kt и 
quii vr RD 


^ Orizinal ani four copies to the Departnont by str nail. 
Confirmation солу to the Department by regular mall. 
Copy to the ггоаяаг. 
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\ Enclosure ко. . vo despatch Жо. 754 dated а ету 11, 1940, 
* fron Vonnett T Davis, Consul General at Р snos Aires, 
' Argentina, on . bject "Activities of Germ | Vessels in 
Argentine Ports”. ' 
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AVERICAN CONSULATE GERERAL 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, January 11, 1940. 


MEXORANDUL x 
ене есітті 
- = < — + ма. ~ = 
то: The Consul General. ыы 


FRI: Vice Consul Clifton Pe English 


quot 
2 


eto 


e^ 


„572. 
3 he 


SUSJZCT: Dr, Hermann Y. Erben of the German Merchant 
Vessel Ussuxime. 


Reference is made to the mexoranduwz transmitted 
with despatch noe 652 of November 17, 1939, setting 
forth information obtained fron the naturalized Ameri- 
con citizen, Dre Hermanc Ie Erber. It will be recalled 
that Dre Erben was Ship's physician on the Geran vessel 
Ussvicuna, lis person recently departed for Chile, stat- 
inz that ho intended to take a Grace Line snip for the 
United States. ~ 


When Dr. Erben left the Ussulume in Bala Blanca, 
he caxe to Eucnos Aires anc reported to the Consulate 
General his desire of retarnin; amediately to the 
United States. Не then made several attecpts to secure 
passaze on siips in Buenos Aires, but without successe 
In this connection reference із made to decpatc:. noe 

<7 07 коусловг 21, 1932, in wien At was reported that 
Dr. ivbents activitics as ал at Kari” wile serving 
as Brip's physician on the S.5,.p%chech, an Anericen ves- 
gel, in 1056 allesedly hec occasionea so much trouble 
tunt it was necettory for the naster to return hin fron 
Rio де Janeiro to the United States on a ship of another 
line; and tket Erben wasg ret in New Orleans by Ішсіста- 
tion and Depertnent of Justice officerse 


Aftcr ho hed been in Buenos Aires several days, Dre 
Lrben received & telezgr&z in care of the Consulate Gen- 
eral and announced thet he had received good news, that 
be was &boct to receive а вит of money, that he no longer 
wished to tale a ship fran Buenos Aires and that he would 
soon leave for Chile. Subsequently he stated trat he was 
going to Chile to see & "aoctor friend who has recently 
arrived there", and that he was not certain just how he 
would go to the United States but thet he would try to 50 
on a vessel of the Grace Line. | 


Before ho left he gave ne several pictures of the 
Adcirs] Gref Spee anf the Ussvinrz&, and promised to senê 
me more of the Ussuinmea wiich had beon taxen while that 
vcs:ol was at sea between Lourenco Herques and 8. 
Blanca. These pictures showed the wessel flying the 
Portucuese flas, with the namne Ussuxkua obliterated ani 
tne пале "Quansa” (for a Portucuese ship) painted over 
the former. Ес stated that he would have given then to 


жылыны ыр... 


— — 


— , 


| ope 


me earlier but that he had sent thec with some baggage 
to San Francisco on board the 5.5. Grenanger. Finally, 
the dsy before ho left for Chile he let slip a remark 

to the effect that Tito Martens, who is the agent in 
Buenos aires for the North Cernan Lioyd and who is re- 
ported to have much influence ån Nazi circles in Argen- 
tina, bad said to him thst he would make a "good agent". - 
Ee asserted that he hed not understood what Martens kas. 
meant et first, but thst he had gone to the German Ха . 
bassy the afternoon of the game day and placed his ser 
wices at its disposal. 


Dr. Erben left for Chile on Decomber 24, but before 
departin^ gave ne two ajdresses at wlich he night be 
reached in the United States. He said also that he was 
е food friend of Errol}rlynn, the motion picture actor, 
and thet he night be f und through him, The addresses 
he cave me are as follow: 


850 Fark Avenue, 


с/о Rudolph Soharf, 
New York, Lew York. 


Alexander Building, 
Monteomery Street, 
. San Francisco, California. 


| c/o Chauncey Tramtolo, 


C.F.E. 


File по. 885.91 
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ADORESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO ( w Been Mr. Nethan ../-- "°° 


THE SECRETAPY OF STATE 


wasa Tom, O. C. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE а 
i WASHINGTON 





Dear Mr. Hoover: 
With reference to previous correspondence in the 


б 
case of Dr. Hermann Frederick Erben I hasten to en- 


У“ т 





close а сору of air mail despatch no. 55 of February 


\ 1940 from the Americen Consulate at Antofagasta, Chile. 


— РМ г 


I shall not fail to supply you with copies of any later 
reports in this case received by this Department from 
abroad. 

A copy of this despatch is also being sent to the 
Office of Naval Intelligence. 


Sincerely yours, 


Assistant Secretary 


tw 


ч 


{ ENCLD — 


| is From Antofagasta, Chile, JA B 
! ` No. 55, February 10, 1940. = 
| и” ` — 


— — 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esquire, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, ZL 

I Department of Justice, 
} Washington, р. б. RECORDE» 
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j^ elimate would be milder, and where he had friends 


AMERICAN CONSULATE 
3 
Antofagasta, Chile, February 10, 1940 


SUBJECT: Erben, Dr. Hermann Frederick mhi 
The Honorable ж. ж 
The Secretary of State, : x 


Washington. 
Bir: 


I have the honor to refer to this Consulate's 
despatch No. 52 of Januar 26, 1940 entitled *Erben, 
Dr. Hermann Frederick" ané to report further to the 
Department regarding the person who is the subject of 
this despatch. 


On January 26 ultimo the Amerio^n NIGHTINGALE 
921106 ах this port and the master reported that he 
needed & messman for the crew and requested this 
Consulate to provide one if any Was ava able. Dr. 
Erben Was then in this port es & pas er from Val- 
paraiso to Callao оп the Japanese EIYO MARU, and, 
Pince he had requested this Consulate's assistance in 
signing on an American vessel, stating that he would 
do anything, for the purpose of returning to the 
United States, he was told about the vacancy in the 
NIGHTINGALE's crew and he promptly r vested to be 
signed on the vessel to fill the vag^ncy. “he master 
of the vessel, Captain Laurence B,¥Parker, was agree 
able so Dr. Erben became a member of the vessel's 
crew, and sailed southbound on the above date. 


Тһе NIGHTINGALE oalled at this port northbound 
on February 7th and Dr. Erben called at thie Consul- 
ate to ask the undersigned to persuade Oeptuin Parker 
to discharge him from the vessel when it reached the 
Panama Qanal, stating that when he left the German 
vease}YUSUKAKA at Buenos Aires, an which he claimed 
to have Deen serving as a ship's surgeon, he bad been 
permitted only to bring the khaki wniform he was 
wearing® and that with only this clothing he could 
mot brave the rigor of winter іп New York. He thought 
47 ће could be discharged from the NIGHTINGALE at  — ..-.- 


nama Conal he would be able to support himself | 
ке che — Be had earned (some $25.00) until he Enn = 
pould catch a vessel bound for California where the 4 Шалы 






еї у У however, thet he managed 


4 to eave а 
good eamera. . 


— рна © ie 


~ 


` picious of the man (Dr. Erben) which he had eigned 


^, bis discharge and that 1% could not be done. 


` that the discharge could be effected while his vessel 


who would, ; » him. When asked who the- friends were 
ће mentiohou the names of Erroly п. le aotor, and 
Ernest-Hemingway, the author, with whom he had gone 
to Spain to fight in the recent civil war in that 


country. Dr. Erben was informed that the Consulate 


` had wo authority to induce Captain Parker or the Сапа? 


Zone authorities to let him sign off there. He re- 
turned to the vessel and sailed north in it when 1t 


„= > 


` `. departed from this port on February 8th. есі : 
Y Captain Parker also called at the Consulate on T$. 
~ . February Sth to report that he had become very sus- ан 


on here while southbound. He reported that upon 
reaching Valparaiso Dr. Erben was met by a large 
delegation from the members of the crew of the German 
eailing ship PRIEWALD, which ie taking refuge there, 
and that the impression he gained was that Dr. Erben 
wag a man of considerable importance to them judging 
by the deference they showed him and the mmber о? 
Nazi salutes given to him. While in Valparaiso Dr. 
Erben, when not doing his Job on the NIGHTINGALE, 
spent all of his time aboard the German vessel or 
photographing anything he could train his camera on. 
Captain Parker said he obtained a boat and went around 
the Chilean battleship LATORRE photographing it from 
stem to stern. When the NIGHTINGALE o^l1led at 
Coquimbo northbound Dr. Erben was again mot vy a 
large delegstion of Germans, and Ceptain Parker 
gained the impression thet he was well known and 
appeared to be а man of importance to most members 

of the delegation. At this port Dr. Erben busily 
photographed everything in sight including the Amer- 
ican vessel in which he was serving. Captain Parker's 
suspicion of Dr. Erben increased ans, since he knew 
he was coming to Antofagasta to ship a cargo of 4,800 
tons of copper which will probably eventually find 

ite way to the allies in the Buropean war, he gave 
orders to the ship's officers to keep a sharp watch 
over Dr. Erben and not permit him access to certain 
parts of the ship. Afterward, the Chief Engineer 
reported thst Erben attempted to gain accesa with 

his camera to the engine room. This was not permi t- 
ted because the NIGHTINGALE is one of the new Maritime 
Commission freighters ваја to h-ve some new develop- 
ments in the engine room. Strict orders were imparted 
to keep Erben out of the engine room. 


Captain Parker said thet Erben had taken up with 
him the question of his discharge at the Canal Zone, 
and had been told that since the vessel would not | 
make formal entry them but only stop to bunker, the FT 
appropriate officials would not be on hand to effeet S QUU 
NE жее, 


м” 


However, Captain Parker stated to the undersigned 


was bunkering provided it should be agreeable to the 
authorities, and requested this Consulate to cosmuni- 
este with the authorities of the C»nal Zone and re- 
quest them to inform him upon his arrival there if 


the a^ 


ill pi ME A I mE. DIM AV š NEA. š 


tt odes py sont iv 


the man me~ ^ 3 @ischarged. Captain Parker feels sure 
that Erbe: | a German agent, despite — ^ status as 

a naturalized American, and he wishes t~ proceed 
accordingly. Therefore, he wishes advance notice from 
the Canal Zone authorities so if they refuse to allow 
Erben's discharge there he ean take action which would 
mot tend to arouse Erben's suspicion that ће 16 ` ^" 
suspected of being the agent of a foreign power ا‎ 
attempting to gain access to the Canal. Ио Фо JE TOS 
@ation has been sent to any authorities of the Canal ~." + 
but a oopy of thie despatch has been sent to eur DR. 
Embassy at Panama for any action deemed by it to № r 
appropriate. 


In addition to Captain Parker's report thet 
Erben photographed everything around the port works 
at Antofagasta including the copper loading operations 
on the NIGHTINGALE, the undersigned observed certain 
activity on his part which was interesting. purses 
the afternoon of February "th at about 3:00 o'eloc 
Dr. Erben wae seen entering the German bank together 
with the leader of the German Nazi party here, who 
4s a German national. Had Dr. Erben wished to ob- 
tain exchange of money it seems likely that he would 
have effected the transaction in the street where a 
more favorable rate could be had. In any ease 1% 
does not seem necessary that he should have been 
accompanied by the Nazi leader in order to effect 
a simple exchange operation. Тһе deduction drawn is 
that he was either receiving money from the bank or 
using it as a means of transmitting and receiving 
messages. 


During the conversations had with Dr. Erben 
certain interesting inforaation was received, but it 
must be taken ¿nto account that ift was all the result 
of his own statements. Mie mother, Johana Erben, 
resides in Vienna at III Arenbergring 19, and he has 
two sons 1n the German army now on active duty after 
serving in the Polish enmpaign. Just before the 
Munich crisie he was visiting his mother, and he 
received instructions to report to army headquarters. 
He did and he was given a rank in the medicsl corps 
outfitted with a uniform and acoountrements, and told 
47 war should break out he was to report at a certain 
hospital bringing S-day's rations. He said that he 
protested on the ground that he was an American о1%1- 
gen, but he was told "you were born a German, you are 
ef German race, you are a German, and Jou always 231 
be a German". Dr. Erben admitted participation in 
the Spanish civil war and the present conflict in 
China. He reported that the only way he could get ^ 
. eut of Germany was to place himself under the orders e 
ef the German Admiralty and ship as surgeon on a мар. 
> Gorman ship. He stated that when he reached Buenos =~ 
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Aires on a German ship, presumably the USUKAMA, after ки 
the outbreak of war, and learned that it had become — 
unlawful for American citizens to serve in belligerent 


vessels 


tas С... 
S uf ыы, 


vessels h; ft the vessel voluntari] However, he 
was considered by German officials at . snos Airese 

to be on active duty and was told to prepare to be 
returned to Germany for further service. He then 
received orders to report to the Germen TACOMA but 
he never did this because the vessel became embroiled 
4n the GRAF SPEE affair and was interned in U ay. 


He reported that he then asked the German offic als Et 


at Buenos Aires (not stating whether of the German 


Embassy or others) for permission to return to Germany e: 


by his own means. His petition was granted во ће хе 


a 


„ваба Ъесецве "I am on active duty with the German ARN 


AVE 
Admiralty" snd it realized that I would have a better ` ` 
ehanoe of returning to Germany and resuming service 
that way than if I went to sea from Buenos Aires on 
a German vessel which would almost certainly be sunk". 
He said that he adopted this procedure to get away 
from the Germans and reach the United Btates. His 
subsequent conduct along the west coast of South Azer 
4са does not bear out his desire to liberate himaelf 
from contact with Germans, but he claims that he aust 
continue "to put on an act to obviate reprisals against 
those I love who are residing in Germany". When he 
reached Valparaiso Dr. Erben reports that he received 
orders to report to a German vessel in Taloshusno and 
put to sea when it did. . He claimed thst he disregarded 
these orders and embarked as a passenger оп the Japan- 
ese НЕТХО KARU in an attempt to return to the United 
States. If he fears repriesis against relatives in 
Germany 1% арревгв thrt disregarding orders will be 
an excellent way tc bring them about. Dr. Erben 18s 
not, of course, telling his whole story. The fact that 
Dr. Erben is on the British list of suspected German 
— as reported by the British Consul here, 18s 

so significant. 


Respectfully yours, 
GEORGE И. ADAMS 
American Vice Consul 


820.02 (In triplieste to Department: eriginel direct 
by airmail; two copies by airmail pouch from 
Santiago, Chile) 

СНА: гс (Copies tot American Bnbassy, Santiago, Chile 

Consulate General, Santiago, Chile 
Amerioan Eabassy, Panama, Panama). 
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КИЙУУ чен EU TCR e a T в SEES 
й p Me stating that when ne de 


ms 2:4 
hires, in which he clained to have ~~ 5 



















arnon vessel VUSALA A et Buenos Д y 

| been serving as а ship's surceén, he hed been permitted only to 7. CS 
brin; tho knaki unifori he was weerings end thet with only this 7- U 
Fe ~ 


clothing he could not brave the rigor of winter in ilex York. 
thought if he could be discharged fron the NISETINGAIE аї Репепе “~ 
he would be able to support hinself with the wages he hed x 
earned (some %25.00) until he could catch a vessel bound for Calif- 
„ornis where the climste would be milder, snd where he had friends 
vo would help hin when eszed who the friends yere he mentioned ; 
пе пелеѕ оѓ Хггоў\>1упл, the actor, end Р И апАпсиву,-®һе euthor "Y 
wath whom he had gone to Spain to fight in the recent civil wor, 
in th.t country. Dr. Erben was informed thet the Consulate had no 
n Ferker or the Cenal dono authorities . 


authority to induce Captel 
to let him sizn off there. He returned to the vessel and seiled 
it departed fron this port on Februery Sth. 


6 
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IR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with aliases |° ESPIONAGE _ : 


Si 


4] SYNOPSIS OF FA2TS: 


Subject arrived New York City 2/20/40 a's mess man Те 
on the S. S. Nightingale from Antofagasta, Chile, | А 
and is presently residing at 64 Hudson Street, 
Hoboken, New Jersey. Background of subject ob- i 
E tained. On 3/5/40 subject voluntarily called at * 
% the New York Division furnishing his account of 
activities, claiming that he 1s presently motivated 
by a desire to ma intain his &ood standing ín the 
| . eyes of the German government in order that the 
Z ' safety and freedom of his mother and two sons who 
q 
t 





e © NOW resida in Germany may be protected. Denies 
any espionage activity ` and explains frisndship 
io with various German agencies due to his advertised 
| loyalty to Germany. Claims to be loyal American š | I г 
Ж | citizen and Presently desirous of obtaining employ- | . > 
. ment as a ship's doctor, uw | - 


-- — b.e ` l 


eee, Mew York City, 24340; i, 
—— бит Canal Zone, 2/19 40. ` 
rom Washington Field Offíce, 3/6/40. ų 


DETAILS: (22: ci... AT REF YORK, IEW YORK ` . Te 

— At the Roa rding Diviskon, Bureau of Immigration, South U 

- .Ferry, agent examined a copy of the arrival manifest of the S, S. e 
Nightingale of the Grace Ling Which arrived at .New York City on Febru- 4 
агу 2 0, 1920. According té the record there &ppears the supplementary — 
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isitin: various towns in Parepury, ndo co Janciro in ?rozil, 

uenes fires in the ;. recntinc, an? verious other pl-ces in South Vs 
Murdca, his worl: at this tine consistins of lccturcs on various 
tropical ciscssos. QW 


In 1931 he returner to the Unitee Statcs «n° becane a 

вэт шоп cr thc S. ©. Tresi^ent Oorficl? of thc Dollrr Linc. He | 
states thet this was the position in which he took tho nost price 
insscuch ac ho hel’ it for n ycar ene 2 helf to Decouber 23, 1932, 

^t which iioc he was Cischargec. In cxplanction of his eigch=rzc, ho 
Stated that he hoc beeonc acqurintec vith one HELEN W..SKIN (SOUTH, 

C nowsp^pcr wonan, who roparice hersclf 25 єпсє? to hin am’ who 
bccciu very much enrage when hc boczae on 2706 to soncom else as | 
^ result of which she informed the Bureau of Narcotics that he was i 
а сорс Бли Дет, anc in the rcsultin, investi;ation, which la sted 
fron 1932 to 1936, he was continwily un'or a clou? of suspicion. Q. 


In the early part of 1933, followin; his “ischarzse fron 
the Prcsicent Corficl^, Doctor E4BEÀ stated that hc enlistoC as a 
wor surgcon in the Crincsc ioc Cross uncer proviscs as to couponsa- 
tion which to hiz scence. ver y attractive. Не ргососбе” % Shanghai, 
Chins, but on his arrivcl foun) that the proniscs woul’ not be kept 
onc he accor -Cinzly ceasec his connection with the Chinese Red Cross. a. 








Fearin; of thc “evelopment of ner vole ficlds in Wow 

Guinea, he thou ht thot thcy offered sone possibility to hin, eni 
he accoreingly procecde’ to Ney Guinea, am’ there ct a nan attired : 
in one torn shirt and ona, torn pair of pints who is thc índividunl . 
who is пот -Кпоут 25 СЛАОТАҒІҮМ:, the novie actor. Ic statc¢d that —— I 
he end GOL FLY bummed aroune to-ether í| trevolin-~ finally fron 

ее New Guines to Jncia to Abyssinia, en^ then to Vienne, 'ustric, or- 
r ivin; ín the smin; of 1934. In Vienna he spent the next yerr ы 
in post-rafuste worl: ^t the University of Vicnna-an? at the sano | 
tino obtainec his divorec. Gi 





In 1935, followin: his conplction of postgrrcuste work, 
he was appointc?’ surzcon for the Austro-/Jnerican trans-Asiatic oxpedi- 
tion which wos backec by the University of Vienna ane an autono- 
bile association in Vienna, the object of which was to nap 2 route 
fron Burns up throuch Chine, - nnd thc routc so :nppod by this ox- 
pecition ERBEN claince tobe the one preacntly usod by Chianz Kai 
_Shek, Chinese goncralissino, in obtcininz his supplics fron French .. { mi 


. Eu 


* . 






In 1935, rcturnin_ froa this expecition to Indis, Doctor - ` a 
EK statoć that hc was arresteć on a revolvor ehorx ani fincd 0202 
; rupees, which he pid. Hc cxplaincd that tho revolver char-e 

was neftly а truupcc-up matter апа that the ronl cifficulty arose 

out of the nowcotic investiz;ction instituted two ycars before; that 


— 4? 








Yes NGiAY, ANN, LOUI 


65-1715 | | | : 
| aboard thc S. S, west Lahvah, Doctor ENBEN stated, his 
roublos bizan 4n connection with a call which the ship nxlo at * 
uerto Nico as a result of which four Pucrto Ricans vere discovorodd È 
5 stowaways, Но state! that tho captain of the ship, instoad of 
putting back to Port to havo the stowaways roróvod, ordorod thor 
tosse¢ overboard’ to әсіл азһого, and when it turned out that one 
of tho stowaways har inportant connections thero wre violont re- 
Percussions in Puorto Rico inasmuch as an election was browinz 
übcut that tino, Аз à result of the friction which developod he 
Si^tc^ that thc captain of the ship nye various charges nvainst hin 
em on Janusry 6, 1937, ho was discharzod fron the ship at Rio de 
Janeiro, returnin> to tho United States vin’ Now Orloans Where ho 
wes not by various narcotic and naval intellizence agents en“ 
qucstioncc, finally bein: roleased, He stated that also in New. 


БЕЧАРА, де ИД БОМ, umbo orte Mien asta HO Eo oh Baa 
the two of then living at the Hotel Jun; ín Nc w Orloans for 
Several days, UL А 


Doctor ERBEN stated that he Gvidently had boen unger ob- 
Scrvation inasiuch as Hrs. EDJARDS! roon Wes searchee irnodiatoly 
aftor his Coperture, she bein: susp ected of having in hor Possos- 
stan narcotics which ho had -iven her. u 





: Aftor ranainin only 2 few e ays in Now Orleans, Doctor 

ERBEN nex t wont to los Angeles, where ho stayed for a few days 

with HEOL FLYNN. Ic ind FLYNN, beconin: bore d with lack of 

û ctivity, thon decided to - to Smin ane Participate in tho 

Spanish Civil “ar. Thoy first intended to Join tho faves of . 
Genoral FUNCO, but en reachin; Enxlond found that thcy could not : 
make proper connections, whereupon Doctor ERBEN ondeavorec to nake 
Arran zenents throu sh Gernzny, still bein; unsuccessful, and still 
Cosirin; to p^rticipote in tho activitics, they thereupon yapt фо . 
Paris an? joined the Loyalist forces. Doctor ERBEN statod that this ` 
chanzeovocr indicated that they had m definite Fascist or Connrunist 
leaninzs in connection with tho matter but were ncroly anxious to 
Particimto in tho conflict in sono cag: city. а 


Doctor ERBEN stated that he personally Cid war surgery а. 
an anarchist hospital, oxplainin- that thoro wore two classos of 
hospitals — anarchist anc Cormunist = in the Loyalist forces. After 
about four months EXQOL FEYNN was subject to fallin: Plester causod 


by shell firo, ant ‘fron the rosultinz publicity detorninod to ro пад 
turn toabe Unitod Statos, which he did. Doctor ENBEN statod that >. 4 У 
Af ough FLYNN was not actually injured he eic set a bump on th ia s Е 
an first reporta ha! dt that ho was Kill 4 е 
— 


Doctor ERBEN continued in Sprin for about oizht months, ТТ 
Curih- wbich tiro ho bpcane acqua into with such Persons ns ERNEST 
| STRONG (tho Cormunist writer), DOSÍP/ssos, 


+ 
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As * — ,Puspiciousicontacts. Valparaiso, Chile: A ул һы; vida سے‎ 
АГ SN и ‘. „engaged іп considerable photography i а Ар cana usd “ық 
t4, в © ы MS through Canal Zone, 'EREEN!S baggage ~ 26% «тн: a eG TEC A | 

RIA r Tre у v (ut ~. M presently in Customs' warehouse, San 7: "E 

=| ae М „елы . Francisco, -contains amall quantity of” ACENOY et- SGE << 

med a sg. Rorphine, „Hearing in U.: S. District? REQ. 'pZ = XH m 

Z2 E Е Foy: "e Court; Зал” ‘Francisco for purpöse prs, у“ —— imha% fe 

2 «Ж 2. 22; 2 Jay revocation ERBEN!S naturalization: сӛле% — — а |. 
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52 1 | 6 41935. Calcutta, Indig, ron) м ar gep з А EFE te а 
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t: name "is ы furnished the Bureau’ that the subject had’ several А ыс г A : 
pieces of luggage in. ihg Customs warehouse at Зал Francisco, whi ch’ з, уз LS 
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: аду appears ín 

с u. U: the San Francisco file of this case; however, Various clippings - 

: dX Ee š ebowed the, „following criminal record for ERBEN: z: — 
E ads ы. j^ (us Y Ye ers CY So 2. җе г eph * S š +. те 74% e cri. ж Озы, vi 5 
ç T оге" 


' “; 

шалдыға B o 2n "September 1955 he was' arrested Ъул the —“ S — 
AUS — Police under Section" 19F of the“ Indiar Arms Act “on the charge of 4; Ke ГЕ — 

жз vide Hl Possession of ,revolver and cartridges without license, ; He was -- - + — +, 
As o M sentenced to pay a fine of . 300 rupees or three ссе mm — ‘He AUS ael 
our 1 MK paid the fine and Мав ordered) deported from India, ; ; 
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: DRE. ; .. 7 : Жегі 
BG I M Co. и Clipping from a ассыз; Spain,” newspaper, date not m се c DAE 
*5*. “ Shown, but ít would appear to havà been published during the. aroi Ras) SQ 
руч, 'that"EREEN was in'Spaín with С the'motion picture actor, 4 i $44 i 
ES kr Pise „inasmuch as -one photograph’ shows FLYNN and ERBEN at ‘dinner’ with’ the. Жа 


2 Commissar оѓ "Propaganda in | Barcelona, states that "ERBEN isa ailitant жу Ж ° ns 
p АҮ mentes VINE RE RRS елен — > 
а А The following Шен жаз conducted Љу. ‘Spectal’ Agent) 


БА ae | bez ы iş НЕ! fay ~. 4 

ах: еді ен is * А x jx T 

x ун жө "stated that he hal been' representing ` 

SS V КС ‘hearing for the’ of. his 
“yey tel 4! hearing has been continued'to May 6, 1940; 4n ‘the U. 

гуни E Court:at San Francisco: ‘before Federal. Judge MARTIN I.. WELSH, ++ 


5 dl 27 £n 7: stated "that: ihe last lettej he' received fron the subject, gave his. 
ер; A ae ‘address as c/o DR. RUDOLPH CHART, 850. Park Ave, ;` 
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, .New York City, ^ i s 

72 s "According to TRAMUTOLO, ERHEN'S: permanent address is IR, Fe + 

· Кеја 27; ERBEN — Wen Arenbergring 1% Germany, telephone BS 

| ae: нда ЗА р 'e DASS. at Ж. алы; 

{ — т 47, A confidential informant of the San Francisco office: O Я ER ey 

A 3e >, Gay although he had no proof, һе believed ERBEN to be a' Nazi apyu sje, 

ар v end knew that ERBEN was making it a point to contact — doctors meri g 

| fin: Cr — Un throughout, the sts States, aL su. ez IBN AS < МА 
o 4 di^ «kua/The'State Department has: furnished the following internat, 5 x zu 

ЈЕ 59 erning a — 2. Ж T j cae 2 AS * ac, Б ТАКЫДЫ 4 3 


Aer ж han’ “>, ERBEN was! ‘intthe Port ‘of; ‘Antofogasta,- Chile," ЧЕДА ‘tron. эур 
At YA, V. 4580 to Callao on the Japanese motor ship HEYO MARU and because: m 3431 
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s State" from th erican Consil", at Antofogasta, Chile,. EREENfS "- ME Sua 
n RE AY ‘mother, JOHANATERBEN, resides at Vienna 3 Arenbergring 19. EREN Sirit 
ES , 4s reported to|have two sons in the German Army, now on active duty, P . 
AVR 47 "who served in (he Polish campaign, ^ ERBEN admitted to the Consulate. ns ee р: 
Қашыз در‎ ad: participation: in. we Spanish. Civil Маг. =]. indue present; conflict Z ы” Ҹ 
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қ 
|] 
, 

' 


tr 
, + 


be explained that he meant that án p great many places Dr. EREN | ` | 
mchas 7 7" 4 


* = Í had teen guilty of some minor infraction of local rules, PATE 


“= mot having the proper papers et the proper time, or saying the wrong  - MS. 
— — thing at the wrong time. PE" тры час т. 
mr.” + р, FLYNN added that ће understood that Dr. EREEN'S citisen- 77... 


<=". 5 ease up with Mr. HOOD of the Federal Bureau of Investigetion án Los о 
21067. . ángeles and with Mrs, ROOSEVELT, end that Mrs. ROOSEVELT bad acted $in 7 
ERBEN's behalf, but to по avail, | B | NN 


577-7". stp hed been revoked, and remarked that he had teken the doctor's 


Ee oL — ~ Š * ME x — 
==: Finally, Mr. FLYNN stated thet he sympathized deeply with ..—— — -- 













v . 77. Ша. BREEN, since be now wos a кап without a country, and thet be felt 7  — 
372-77 Фһаў en injustice bad been done the man in believing him to be a German ` yx. = 
agent, but that no one was to blame but DR. ERBEN himself. Ав an indi- -----==> 
eation of Dr. EREGN's lack of responsibility, ít mey be mentioned that = 73>” 





^ during his stay in argentine be made a trip to Montevideo at the time -- — 
_ of the Admirrl Graf Spee incident, despite warnings that his position ЕНГ ә” 
dn Argentina was precarious and he would probably have eitfficuty $n 


^ me-entering thc country. 
TT -prisoned for went of proper doc 






` ^ ° fhe following information was furnished 
Charge В. J. L. PIEPER on August 1, 390: .. 





to Special agert, 


` - x --9 ee 
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hir he was trying to get Mrs. 
Mrs, ROOSEVELT had refused to help since st 
Whether this is true or just to kid ERE 
E, f did mot o. i ЕЩЕ 


. = ——t'- T.T T T چیہ‎ a^ 
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The following inform-tion wes furnished to Special Ager · 
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i N a 
Federal Bureau of Inurstipation У 
United States Departnient ot Zustire а т 
| New York, 7, New York k — ~ | Ў 
И 65-1715 i . May 4, 1944 | 
2, Director, FBI | . Q : 
e o, RE: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, 
ESFIONAGE.G . 
(Bureau File 65-682) 
= Dear Bir: | 
e X 
vic d Reference is mde to Bureau letter to the Беу York Field Division · 


Gated April 15, 1944, re DR.___GIPBIN, ESPIONAGE-J, Bureau 1116 65-52454, he 
Reference letter enclosed a сору 07 а let Sls -Bureau fron fhe Richrond yi ` 
Field Divisi^n which reflected that : SN eee eee > 































5 яа с R аа furnighea informe’ Тера ing Dr. _ y 
REIN to t he was interned in the Poo Tung Internment Camp ó 
++ in Shanghai,.China, where he eoverred to be a stool pigeon“ for the Japanese. ` 
. адб апа ar. ез Au ndics*ed to the Richmond Pield Division NV N 
* that — — ERIN TIPP 
— 7 ae қа а ин А — E LO i 
would’ fave fir toe E OIE LI OE F 1. RZ š г, eet peste vere gy { 
_Fequeeted that the New York Field Division interview Re ae =e furnigh N 


. the resulte of the interview to the Bureau ty letter. ды А t 
. 2 % z 7 о 

Information obtgined from 8 will be cubsequently set out — 

in this letter definitely identifies Dre ——— IRBIS as being identical with 

DE. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, who ів the subject of the above entitled case, 


in which the San Francieco Field Division is office of origin (San Francisco 
5 7318 65-2). | Dc 











sr. = te 


ERE Ii [S UCL Ags: TAINED 
НОА НЕЙ 
DATE £/27 26 By 727 7 "E. 
J ANINA e 
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BY fi) 715 
tter to Director. 


è - 
2 . 5 





` 


n A °. | ! J iie 
z г PQt refrain from interfering vith the crew members’ selection of doctore, ;; 
Рг, Ерс Continually sided with the crey of the S.8. President Harrison ^ 
] Sf againet the deeires of the Акегісап Association, a 

0 


Information aleo reac EEE attention to the effect that ' 
Ponetiuo after Pear) Harbor Dr. ERBEN went to T E Ana Ch'na on en Italian 
boat, He cane back to Shenzhal someting later. MERGE 555564 that it. 
Goes not appecr to him that Dr, ERS would have been Perzittad to make 
this trip urless he was cooperating with the Japanese, Ld does not Клои. 
the ‘purpose of this trip however, . "E а, 

















z On January 31, 1943 the first Егоор of Americans started Being Ж . 
xx interned at the Poo Tung Internment Camp in Shanghai, On May 2, 1943 Dr, `` 
EN wa into the DELE унео сотбед br four Japanese 
МА Sess Shy ee UE 
. A. > 5 * "aes à —— Et - 
— У Ë j > E Pv P = $ — ES 







| о жез anperve 
Didtrict or Circu Ourt in San [8 
him in about April, 1943, However, ERPEN Claimed that h 
was because of his labor union activities. 
denaturalization Vas not 


legal decause of technica} grounds, these grounds 
apparently being the fact that ERBEN skipped the 
in court at the tine he was denaturalised, 
tine be was denaturali sed there was a warrant out for ERBEN'S arrest and 4 
that because of this КЕЗІП decided to leave the United States. According 
to the story RRBEK tetie he contected his good friend, ERROL-FLYEN, the xove : 

т bid him on hig Jacht, From FLYNY! t he we 
^ he ye см vU 





mad admitted that the United States 
» California, had denaturali zed 






























Cae a pa ане A ums 2. سي س‎ - ee cee ee eet | we س‎ ewe > 







52% 
| > . рт . 2. . - | x 4 . ` 
765-1715 Ж ` | | 
Wetter to ا‎ T — * 4, y ° 
Teeth ` Separation between front teeth 
' on upper jaw c . · 
Characteristics I Is knock kneed, wears glasses, and 
i ‚ Wee wearing a gray beard in the cemp. 
Marital Stetus "', Believed single dE . 
Relatives in U.S, None known. 


It is noted that the wubject's description, name, background, 
alleged friendship with ERROL FLYNN etc. all identify him as being identical 
with the subject of instant case, . : 


“А сору of this letter te being forwarded to the San Franriaco Field 
Division inasmuch as they are o fice of origin this case. It is believed 
they may desire to {interview ESS : 
It 1s also believed they may desire to piace a stop notice oû the subject's 
future entry into the United States in the event such has not already been 
done. Inaesmuch as there appears to be po further investigrtion at this time 
within the territory covered by the New York Field Division, this case is 
` being considered referred upon completion to the office of origin. 
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‚ Form No.1 
TH:S CASE OR: 











































































` PERIOD у 
4/2651 * 
— 
a RBEN, with alles, А 
Pre Hermann мега ЕН 2 E els 
* a ^ Investigation oonoerning RUDOLF STARF negative. .. Y Ug. UAE 
w| sYNoPsisorracrs: Dr. HERMAN FREDERICK ERBEN desoribed as olcasly cassette 1 5 
K ы with leading Gestapo agent in Shanghai. Ih. ‘LR3EN "Uu Қасы ыы 
222027722 refused repetriation to tho „9.4500 States. и: | с : 
to 2. б aoe t ? ^ <š et u eU y wt : +, . š 5 ا‎ T x 
ашк а Кыш 25 — — fO e Qu E jos | EE ^ 
l — * Аа Ue ot . ЈЕ &- s s, 5 , ы C У P "e o (а . 2 2 
798. 7 ВЕРЕКЕНСЕ:" ыы File 35-682, TROCINY 
— 0 > Letter from the Bureas cates ; 
ON E rur Due M, e ^ Report of Speoial Agent EER AV 
TU TE iene fe Gated April 4, 1944 at Newark, — 
АМ FT š "ear, 27, I "e > . 
t Y. DETAILS! AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.» ' — 
ш рК К и рони | . Pu "D 
Lig JG M M ME ME И Referenced ‘Bureau letter E that this баве ђе“ — 
2 EV ss “тәорепей due to the receipt of a report that Dr, HER} AN FREDERICK ERBEN n We: 
5 was described as a Japanese —— in Shanrh one edt 
~ У ` | "аи 
% Ay ayy ha, VT e “Тһе letter from the Now. York office to the —E * УЖ =. E ~ 
: |-25- dated February 7, 1944, indiosted the' completion of investigation: т, dE. — 
ó 4 ai by the New York office and set forth a lead for the Newark office “~ "жауа. с: 
ss “to oheok the German Seamen's Mission, 64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, Nem D 72 
| d n. , Jersey, to determine if Dr. ERBEN had left'Any of his personali * — ee 
belongings there prior to his departure fron the United States’ ín pate ues — 
4-4-47 1940, Referenced report-&ndi ges that this investigation was d aX |: 
. Caonpleted at. Hoboken, New дога Yatwith negative results, wa р кее 
ер. 
prr — : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES j x T 
a a А ЕӘстекотене козу › > Ne - ; , 
99 9 ОХІ, бап Francisoo- ' att} 
д 3 11,2 (622, San Franciso . . | заш јела sa + әз 
: $ " Francisoo Medie 


E fa . * i ae Aes 
А => — AE SS E 


i. CO GT zD. “ оору по ти: 6226 ` — U 
— T LIA o 9 
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— — МИА Ра ЫЛЛА: ES SUS ia а др es SS tees салам ымы... 






“Оп Аргі1 17, 1944; Башай: of. Information 
ng Anformation ito ‘Special Agent —— 


"ede, $^ ^ + 


M £. — : | тұл | 
а = vised that * subject” was’ first ‘interned at ‘the "time v Ы б у 
generel intornment in Shanghai during February or March, 1943, in. z 








ы... the Lung Hua Camp, a British camp in Shanghai. » The Executive ; 
“А; PY Conmfttee of the American Assooiation requested that ERBEN bet 27 
yeya interned separately from the crew "of the SS PRESIDENT HARRISON, whio 
ANSE sent" "to the Poon Tung. Camp. “Despite. this, according to 

Fao X. ERBEN. immediately was transferred ‘to the Poon Tung Camp and, оу: 
fica wth aocording to his advice, wes rapidly organizing a dope ring чое 

2 fice the: PRESIDENT RISE ,Srew LA pera sen * ithe were VG 





г. < 


























Hus "advised that Dr. ERBEN was: йз, associated eth i 
Dr. ALBERTO MIORINI, who was generally believed to be the Haniver „Ове. Dent 

өг. Number Two man in the зер їп ее: I у n ОРГ 

; - 2 е ae | — wey е TRI 

I Du RA Tg t ЕС... ‘thet: ЕНБЕК” a as an American with the KI 

" Aner {ean ® 550С1 8+1 ол for repatriation.. Бе ssid that ERBEN presented" aie: 















"ys (8 351.8 United States Seaman's Certificate of Identification in registering. 3» ç; Mat 
СЕ n A that ‘the Swiss Consul Gargral later ascertained that ERBEN waster ES. uo 
"AS Man snot an Americen citizen, Ez tated that the Swiss Consul General YR ro 
* wrote ERBEN a letter, oopies of which were sent to the Japanese — SEU. “ç 
ی‎ ` Consulate and to the American Association, ‘pointing out that ERBEN · g Үн, ze 
М Ee 5 Крет ће wes not an American when he reristered. He said that in fist — 
E yo i letter fhe Swiss requested 'the Japanese to withdraw ERBEN's American >" a 
пл ҹаг “ armband,’ whioh request wes refused. He said also that the Ameri oan: ; ake FE 
phe eee ~ Associeti on requested FREES to return the Ма! can armband but he: act А ~ 
— й also refused them SA а АР sets | 7% 






— %.. Der DT ° 8 gor * iie I 222 AM iS 
VR ydo vi bo advised that ERBEN was —Ü scheduled for re- т gs 
ығын га the United States.on the first announced sailing date 7" 

26 “ef the GRIPSHOLY from Shanghai, on September 9, 1942, but that hie. d 

S г *eskisenship was &tcertsined ín the meantime end he wes denied ч 
Rta. repatriation, tated that in registering with the American“ 


22 Assooigtion ERP gave es his only reference in the Uster iiiter A 
©] EE FLYNN, :Eollywood, Californie," 4... жа PS š 
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Ро à Ыб eh T Ut nA Е 
A XX — $ = fc the New York Field Division advised by’ letter dated” T =; | 
AU os. April 1, 1944 of information obtained’ through Source ' of Information *; — 
Sam eae ene. ‘the. mubject.. & This” Anformation: је, as. followet: nen id t 
; <, T i - "hs zu y ^ vane Mg ч У vs a dee à +: Зе та *rs м Ë, * TE 
x ES. DEG A V advised that he "knew a Dr. BEN y am nane“ unknown ESE B С 
div. 573 hin). who resided-on Bubbling Well ei, and who маз 7,42. rA 







ssociated with a Dr, ALBERTO WON (MIRORIMI), 
ormation éoning to the ‘attention of А Dr.’ ЖЕРЕН. was 
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that he was a Kaz! agent but he sould furnish no specific informetion н 
Ragening this Dr. ERBEM's activities іп Shanghai or any other ^ ^3". 
nformation effecting his fni other than he 59116761 Dre. : ЕВВЕМ е: 
“8 ап, Алегісеп' citizen, с> пе > ig. y "Dev Ten 


Да viow of the fact that Ре, ‚ЕАВЕК referred tó com ым 
rested on Bubbling Well Roed, Shanghai,’ China, and wee associated ' 
With Dr.  MURINNE (MIRONINI), ít ів believed that the Dr. ERBEN" wat e 
MS: referred 50 "g is identical, with. ine (seot in instant oases x ME 

2 EN ie | 4 emt i " CERE, š >= 
si l< S WS Аз, SAN “MATEO, CALIFORNIA” US 2. м, 4 — 
Et ge Aero ее At: \ X 
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ua N^ Мы * 
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42) во сое of ЕЩ.) hed advised thet Source ог" tes 
b » Information vould- f assistant in furnishing rmation .' 
` .t eoncerning Dr, EKBEN. е and Source of Information advised : 
-that they have known of Or. ЕНГЕН! асбіуібіее іп Shengnai, Тһеу ‘27:7. 
22902202 stated that h з definitely tied in with Dr. ALBEKTO MIOKINI. е 
3ME 2. 2. According to Wye MIORINI was defi —— ‘momber of tho German ~ йу гүр 
У: ..- - бевћаро, and it was the belief ES hat Dr. ERBEN likewise was a 
Au ase the о гелђог of the same organization. hey explained thet these two `` y; 


> ~ 


HM ^ividuale are very close to each other and that this information # E. 


4 
ҒА 
= 


чт» 









| Crue that if he 
Ur er i Suecessful in doing во ће would definite eve been acting án the > EF 
кеі P е States „66 ап agent of ihe Gorman government. м г а ОЙГА ES 
Aui eur 407 eet BAS CY: nA зе 74. ОЙУ — 
жүзі 568 p: 422 5 ND ERBEN listed "onis repatriation application for& hie only > 
42227 ; еее contact: ia the United States as being ERROL FLYNN. Both of these vus 
Жаса ` алга Cf information stated thet they know of absolutely no athera 
_otact of Dr. ERBEN in the United States, ý. e : 
ae ` 5 Danat 77 f „Фе“ Met и М? Societ : 
MODE | 


“ — E qe war known to the American Consul at — perfore ыла таг sterted, uL 5 
ы Һа А ние ОЗУ 
Na to Ws 3 "уллы: how the crew of the PRESIDENT HARRISON, whi ahii PA, 
Ae —— E s — Shanghai after the war etarted, had been the victim of the "4. e 1. 
pee et J activities of these Doctors. Dr, ERBEN hed ingratiated himself with $t 
wu T - the members of the orew through the fact that he oould produce · m : OM эу 
t a seaman's papers. Бе was also well versed in union activities and Кат 
21. ;' ^^ had a common understanding with the crew, ERBEN, working with XIORINI, M 
— vent to the foreign YMCA where the orew were stopping and arranged 4.. o 
Жалы e i ‘for, them to go to MIORINI's office for medical attention. ' They would os A I 
5: Ут *"". not be char ged for medical seryices, but were bilked throuch the writing ` 
7:77, of expensive drug store prescriptions. The doctors would then о * 
„Кг. 4. ^. & hendsomo percentage of the presoription price. They also prevailed * . 
£i 5, sQ upon the crew members to bother the American Association and -the Swiss s жы 
Wü .' Consul ín matters jor minor semper een ses м. и. ео ыты; ebat ое, 
eg I. e ма ER vow" ^ ° а a 
"rh фиш eek 8%. рр, ЕНБЕК then attempted e rete qo tie United States as vd 
a As ak repatriate, and it is the belief of (R= 
- 4 5 
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deceived from the State Пера аа > 










through Liaison chs 
yf ) وسم‎ 
"d ATTENTION Fo 
L RO, 210 
$ £ - ` 
| Recta SUBJECTION: INTERROGATION OP HERMANN FRIEDRIC 
# 4 . 
Fob.26 
= , EFT 
ACTION Er 


The Politi#sl Adviser for German j'fairs bas ihe 
honor to enclose herewith copies of & 
INFO Fogstion of Herman Friedrich (or Her 


| я 
E оср "ho was repatriated fron China ir vhe Fecónt shlipsent and-—. 


i РС arrived at internment on October 4, 1947, The interrogation 
FR was carried out by intelligence officers at Carp 74, 
FR Ludwigsburg. +2 
| = гор | The Erben interrogation may be of interest to the p 
' ASV Department of Justice, notably in respect to the narcotics “, 


үр aspect of Erben's past, and the Mission indicated that 
| wille it hed no further interest in him his case should 


1183 be brought to tie attention of the OuGUS narcotic bureau 
before ba was released, 


A copy of this despateh is also being sent to the _ 
0.9, Consular Branch at Berlín, since tbe matter of Erben'g 
citizenship may agein arise in the near future. | 


pou Ade, 


_ Enelosure; Сору of reports of Erben's interrogation, 


Оле 


٧ xS 

\ Хив | 
E x) | In eriginal an& oralid to the Department uA Vr 
N Copy to CE = Mr. Bean | 


Copy to american Consulate General, sbangbai 
\ Copy to Consular Brauch, Berlin 
1) 
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( 4 , : ев to desp. AD. 
' | dated February 15, 
4 2248 from Berlin, 


әт. INTELLIGENCE DETACHMENT 


SCREENING CENTER 


vndwisahorg, Germany 
АРО 156, US Aray 
lge pecenber 1947 


SPECIAL INTERROGATION REPORT 
DETAINEE: ERBEN, Herman Frederick | 
1, ADMINISTRATIVE DATAS Ы» 5 


gubject was deported from Chima and arrived at this | : 
Center 4 Oct 1947, : Ж; 
\ 


2, PERSONAL DATA AND ACTIVITIES! | 


2 15 November 1097; 'gorn in Víenna, Austría. i 
.1903 - 1907; Attended and graduated from publie school, 
Vienna, I : 


қ 


1907 - 1915; attended state High School Vienna, grad- 
uated with matura,. b 
3 * 


1915 - 1918; served with the austrian Army and was >; 
nonorably discharged with the renk of First Lieutenant, ; 


` 


1918 -1921; Attended University Vienna, Medical gehool 


1923; Received fellowship to steady in the United 
gtates. While there, he received an immigration visae 


- p4 uarch 1924; gubject filed a Declaration of Intention’ 
in the court of Morristown, Hodo» to become &n American ` 
citizen, and received his Hirst papers. 


1926; gubject went back to austria and graduated with 
a degree as Medical Boctor, One month later, (August 1926)» 
бе returned to the united gtates, passed the Hew York ci 
gervice Examination, and was assigned ав а medical doctor to 
wards Island state Hospital. 


1927; gubject was licensed to practice medicine ani 
surgery in Louisiana, x : 


1928; After having passed the examination for the 
state of Washington, subject was also licensed there. 


1929; subject was commissioned by the Australian 007- | 
ernment, Department of aborigines, to lead: & scientific | 
expedition into the peninsula of York, Northern Queensland, 
australia. > . Š " 


1920: Upon his return from australia, subject took his 
third 8tate Beard Examination іп gscramento, Californis, 
and received his third license from the state of california, 


Subject took the Osth о? Allegiance in“the U.S. District 
Court of Ban Francisco and became а naturalised American . 
citizen, in the same year, be was assigned by Dre A. Ce 
REED to gouth America, repre e E the pacific Institute 
of Tropical Wedicine of t University of California in 
perkeley. . à n 
NT 1951: 

u : 


.س 


(7. 2 


е. = .— -- 


Enclosure to desp, во, 
š С 2 Š - —— February 13, 
= - š om Berlin, . 
— -£- ^ 


1951; After he returned from south Anerica, subjeet 
entered the service of the "Dollar Line" as ship's doctor, 
He served under Captain Gregory CULLEN, -Lt. Comm., U.9.N.R., 
on the 8S President Garfield on #Round the world service, 


1952; gubject left the epoliar Line* and went via the 
Far East to Rew Guinea on another scientific expedition 
whieh was financed by himself. Onthis trip he met the ӛзін 
star EYTrolACLYNN and became a very close friend of same, 


2955; Subject returned from new Guinea to gurope and 
took up post-graduate work at his old school in Vienna, 


1934; subject accompanied as medical officer the Austro- 
American Transasiatio expedition, In this сарае1%у be went. 
by automobile fron Palestine, Transjordania, Iraq, Tran, 
— India and finally via gurm and Indo-China te 
Pe ПЕ. I ü 


1935; gubject returned fron calcutta, India to New york, 


1936; BREEN practiced medicine in Dansville, N.J., anā 
received his fourth medieal license, this tine from the state 
of New York, Towards the end of the year he took another . 
trip to aouth America as ship's surgeon, " 

1957; He returned from gouth Americe and in the sane 
year he and his friend grrol FLYNN embarked in New York for 
London ani went via paris to gpain, Being in London subject 
Volunteered with a British ambulance unit » Which was oommitted 
for the leyalists in Spain. Errol FLYNN also went as dour- 
nalist and unofficial observer to Spain, After £0 days ín . 
Spain, subject went to Vienna and fron there to Canton, China, 


1937; In Vienna, subject received a Red Cross appoint~ 
ment, this time from the Chinese Red Cress, As leader of p 
group of ten medical doctors, subject embarked in Tríeste 

or Shanghai, This group supposedly bad to take ever the 
British Military Hospital in Nanking, Since ya һа 
fallen before subject arrived, be was forced to find his way 
back to the United gtates, Cüiang-K&i-ghek'g government 
@isregarding the contracts » and he returned to Merios as 
ship's surgeon on the liner "Triton", arriving Via Japan and 
Panama in Jew York in spring 1938, . 


1958; During his stay in gan Pedro, U.8. immigration 
authorities, (Inspector DAVIS) ordered ERIEN to surrender 
his naturalization certificate, because thes government "wanted 
to eheek up something*, Subject elaims that he surrendered 
bis certificate and did not know the reason and bís constitu- 
tional rights, ç : 


It is assumed by the undersigned that the order to gur- 
Fender bis naturalization papers was for the following; 


This office received a letter from ur. Robert L. FERRY 
(Chief public safety Branch) ín which subject is charged with 
activities in narcotic traffic. The sane letter mentions 
that a Dr, ERBEN is an internationally wanted person, A оору 
of the letter will be attached to this report, 


1938; since his naturalization papers were taken away 


from him, subject returned on the ‘margaret Johnson" once 
more to Europe, 2 z 


М 7 1959; 


are: 


+e 


——— — човна иначе“ < + 


— —. 
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. ахопу а% SOth Street, and eriginal gasi documents, 


. m г E 


- 


2 С Баса a ` фвејечиге фо февр, в... 
г ' 2.2 £210 ated February 13, `~ 


с. | m 194. fron Berlin. 


e ” 


1939; ERBEN wade a trip as surgeon on board tha German 
ship 88 *Ussukume* around africa, and also served as ship's 
surgeon gn tha 8S."Wwesterlané* on the Antwerp-Jew York run. 

i - E 


Sudject claims that he realized that war was more than 
likely and attezpted to smuggle his two boys who were ef: 
— ege out of Germany, He states that hs would have 
Deen able to accomplish the task since he had an assignment ·. 
en the Gerran ship SS *Ussukusa* en tbe "Around Africa“ run. - 
His two sons remained in germany, Tbe outbreak of the.war .. 
in september 1939 found FRHEN in gouth african waters, The 
bost to whích be was assigned to as sbip's surgeon bad left ^. 
Lourenco Marques in Portuguese East Africa and ran the block~ - 
ade under orders by the German admiralty to act as a supply . - 
abip for the famous German ship "Graf apee" to Argentina, Уа 
Off tbe coast of Bahia Blanca (Coast of argentina) the <> 
eyssukuma" was sunk by the Britigh cruiser "Ereter*,. Two ^" 
еген mnenbers, 82 ERBEN claims, were Amrican citizens, Relea 
BCHUETZZ from Hamburg and himself, (RECN still d14 not know 
whether be actually lest his citizenship), Both of them conr- 
t&cted U,8. authorities in Buenos Aires, Thus an American | 
citizen, ELBEN was not interned as a sailor by the argentine 
Governzent, and was immediately released, He received from 
tne 0.8. Consulate in Buenos Aires an American passport (nos 
£72) and returned to America, ERBEN elaizs and states that 
he wanted to show bis loyalty as an american eitisen ani T 
the first chance he received, ha took 100 photographs ef t 
bits which the "graf &pee* bad received and suffered during . 
the battle of Montevideo.. He states that he gave the filas 
to Consul MP. ENGLISH who forwarded the films to the U.S. - | 
aval Intelligence. ERBEN also surrendered to Mr. ENGLISH  - 
and Consul Nr. WILSON & detailed log of tbe blockade running, 
аро type of camouflage used bj the S5 *gssukuma* whieh he є 


_ banded over о 0,8. naval authorities, . s — 


after be had given all available naval intelligence - .- 
about German shipping in the La Plata to U.S. naval authere 
ities, EREEN crossed via the Andes into Chile to — — 
Germn shipping woieh had taken refuge in great numbers 2 
Chilean perts, ERBEN further claims that he investigated 
the German training ship for cadets, *privary, whieh was `: 
anchored in Walparaiso, ami reported results to the 10:21. ..... 
U.S. eonsulate, | — 


1940; Subject sailed as a crew member of ths 83 
ayightingale* via west coast ports and Panama for wew York, 
where he arrived at the end ef February 1940, In New Yerk _. 
he got in teuch with 0.8. naval autherities anû handed to ` 
Commander Downer, Third 7.8, aval District, films of in- | 
terned German ships he bad taken. He aiso surrendered the 
pictures ef the “Graf Брее", and made & detailed report about. 
the naval intelligence he nad been able to eollect per. 
zonal contacts with the crews of interned German ships Ín.  - 
west ecast ports ef south American on his way from Valparaíso 
to New York, He also contacted FBI authorities and during - 


07 


Ж 4 ч; - ] 
Баз врате реј do You Zork, from February 1049 en, antil г. 


elope contact with the PBI, The person wno received in - 
gence reports about «Волан апд german Information parean” . 
activities was a Mr..LANOILL from the FBI, He claims that 

he furnished American anthorities photo, hs of meetings | 
ef the “Bund, the celebration of the ait of the puke ef 


x 42: 


зем S Dering 


_ ( | г = Y -osure to 803p., MDe — 
5 | ( n è £. teå February 13, 


35 ) from Berlin, 


gar 4 | | 


During arch and April, subject served ез ship's Sur- 
wenn on the narisan ship "panama" making one trip through 
the Canal Zone, Upon Mis revu, 422575 Bpptintment 23 
full tise contract surgeon for C.C.C, eamp duty in the IY 
Copps area had come through. subject left. the Panama lins 
and went under orders to Ft. Moultry, B.C, for training. 
ree eompletion be was assigned to gelring, Fl1&., for active 

МЕЈ ` : 


Bubject states that his pending eitisenship triel made 
his remaining as surgeon for the U.S» Government impossible, 
His contract with the C.C.C. was discontinued by washington, ` 


Subject went on trial before сойко WELSH in the Uab. 
District court in gan Franciscos W. Louis MERCADO soted as 
District attorney and Wre TRAMUTOLO acted as subject's pefense 
Counsel, The charge, so subject clains, was that his natural- 
ization should be set aside as illegal, inasmuch as be had not 
met the requirements for naturalization. | 


1, Subject had not resided actually continnously 
for five years prior to naturalisation ір the 
U.S,., but had interrupted his residence fer 
more than 6 months at a time, 


8, Subject bad not resided for 6 months in the 
county from where he had file 018 Application 
for Naturelisation, namely, бап Francisco 
Ceunty. 


Subject states that hs waited for 4 months for the 
decision of the Court. since there wes the danger, 8% 

least theoretically, that the UeS. might enter the war, in 

the case of losing bis citizenship, subject might face . 

arrest as ап enany alien, To escape the consequences and | 
to avoid possible deportation or internment, Subject crossed 
into Mexico, Subject further claims that his public trial. 
ín pen Francisco, hls stories about “graf gpee", put the 
German invelligence on his trail in mexico City. He was 2. 
called to a meeting with German Consul general BARON WALLEN- i 
віко. After various talks referring to his unjust trial in. 


+ 


‘ ‘gan Francisco and Hibler's theory that "aftor all blood was 


thicker than ink*, subject was offered a job as German in- 
telligence agent, | T » 


EUBJECT ACCEPTED THE JOB AS GERMAN INTELLIGENCE AGERE 


1, Subject claims that he accepted the pro- 
position to become a German in enpe ғ. 
agent, fully conscious of the fact % 
at the present, be was still an American 
citizen, and thus subject to the penalty 
ef high treason. x 


я, ERBEN admits that he was not forced er 
coereed to aceept the job. et — 

5. Babject states that he aodepted ths jot 
en bis own free will, and did not intend 
to construct or claim any authorisation 
from any ef the 0.5» overnment agencies 
with whom he һа previous ¢ ontact, 


4. Tbe reason why subject accepted to become 
a German intelligence agent, so he elains, 


K ы — — . . was because 


* < E to desp. 
` | Е 210 dated February 15 
S | . 1948 from Berlin, ; 


qaer -5- 


was because it gave nig a unique coance 

to do some intelligence work for the 
` United States, what he had done во far 

was o what 06 observed from tha outside; 
now be had a ebance to work fram the inside. 
He also states that he wanted to snow his 


= loyalty to American, and retain er regain 


+ his U.S. citizenship, which as far са at 
that time, January 1941, was still undecided, 
subject stated to the interrogator that he 
was aware of tne danger to becomes а self- 
styled, free-lance American agent by posing 
as a German Bgont, i 
Having agreed tọ become a German agent, subject was given a 
false German passport under the name of Alois ECKERT, music- 
ian, and so was in possession of two passports, the old 
American seanran'g identification certificate and the above 
mentioned false German passport, 


February 194]: Subject was directed by order of Baron 
WALLZNBERO, German Consul General in Merioo, to proceed to" 
Japan because of his previous experience and knowledge in | 
the Far Bast. In Tokyo, subject was received bj} the german’ 
Neval attache Admiral WENNEKSR aud Lt. Cmdr. HZLLSTODT. 

From Tokyo, subject proceeded for active duty as a German 
intelligence agent to 30805081, and waa finally attached to 
the staff of Lt. Cadr, Louis Theodor GISFKEN, head of the 
Abwehr in china, 






N INTELLICECZ AGE! 
ABW GR LH Colle 


It should be noted that at the time subject Was working |. 
for the German Intelligence service, he was still in pos- ` -. 
session of an American passport and bis citizenship was 
still pe in the States. Subject also had a German 
pessport, во was protested in two ways, 


[ FOR 





, 


His job was to collect information about Allied ship- 
ping, cargo, route of ships, personnel, ete, ; 


. &ubject was ordered by the German intelligence to pose 
only as an american:citizen, and as & communist, The reason 


‘ why be had to pose as an American communist could not be Y. 


ebtained from subject, As one reason he states that, аз а 
eommanist, the American crews would not assume that he was 
working for the German intelligence. As above mentioned Б 
‘subject went on each boat which arrived 1n Shanghai, invited | 
the crews 522 with hin to dances anû bave a good tine, 
On such eccasionsbe tried to amploy crew members for the - 


` —— german inveliigence. He states that be was ordered té бой 7 777 


_ 





fuse and wake propaganda against the United states which У 
was likely to enter the war, Further he claims, that, to 

the best of bis knowledge, no American crew menbera were ever 

fm the paw cf thn ресто" тофої14 гәлев Rarvice- 


June 19421 gubject’s naxt assignment came in June 
1942 when Mr. SIEFKEH (bead ef the abwebr), intending te 
ЕНҢНЕҢ аз ап American repatriate on the 88 “conte 

Verde" tə ppan a listening post for the Navy in Portuguese 
Bast Africa, He was trained in code work and the use of 
seeret ink and given cover addresses in Lisboa, where be 


` h Y 
— Wes supposed to send his reports. Subject states that = Ü اوا‎ é 
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SIEPKEN's plan did not succeed because subject did not 
to &pproscn Americen consular authorities in Shanghai 
to engineer bis repatriation, 


1943; since all plans failed, ít is assumed by the 
interrogator that SIZFKEN did not want anything to do with 
š ERBEN, and so FRISN was interned by the Japanese, first 
he was sent to Long-wha and after a short stretch in the 
T4 notorious Bridge House of tna Japanese КАпреїїаі, he waa 
, transferred to Pootung camp, where he remained uhtil nis 
liberation by American troops, 


1945; In 1945 subject was employed as a civilian 
employee of the U.S. Army, 12th malaria control Detachment 
. in Kiangwan Airport. at this time he was arrested by the 
Provost karshal end lodged in the american section of ward 
R.V, Jail in Shanghai, 


Subject states that no charges were read to him, but 
the official release in the local papers stated that he 
bad been arrested under the suspicion of high treason and 
war crimes committed by PRREN. Subject made the following 
statement to tue investiguting officers and Tepe&ted the 
sane statement to this interrogator: 


SI want to be tried as an American ctSigen for whatever 
acts I have committed, Even if the technicality of the 
cancellation of my American citizenship in spring 1942 should 
have made me from this very moment on stateless and thus 8 
charge of high treason impossible, I want to be tried as an 
American citizen, SS 


“I accepted the offer to do German intelligence work 
actually in January 1941 in мехісо city, at a time when x 
: gtil. enjoyed American citizenship, But since { was not 
notified of the cancellation of ny citizenship until 26 : 
_ Фавовгу 1943, although J had registered my arrival in 5: 
Shanghai at the American Consulate in March 1941, and : 
later on registered with the Swiss Consulate for repatri- 
ation, I was fully entitled to consider myself an auerican 
citizen until January 19435. І сап prove tnis fact by the 
papers issued to me for repatriation by the gwiss Consulate, 
Stating tnat I was an American citizen, given to me on 
- 8 December 1942, I have, therefore, on my own responsibility 
ani considering myself an American citizen, served before 
and after 8 pecember 1941 (that means in tinea of war be- : 
- tween Awerica and Germany) as a German intelligence agent. 7 
X do not intend to claim or construct any authorization for - 
Such work from any of the 9.8. governnent agensie I had : 
previous deslings with, J also was in no way forced by | 
German authorities to work for them, what I did I con- Ет 
sidered a unique chance to prove my loyalty to the American 4 
fl&gy- whereby I- hoped to retain or, if neeà be, regain my A 
U.S: citizenship, For my acts I alone am responsible and 
I intend to take full responsibility without reservation,” 


January 1946; subject states that he was unconditione 
il; z'cleàsel by the U.s Araye aicr MLE гсісиге по во, 

notified by colonel O'CONNOR that Captain Frank T, FARRELL 
wanted to see subject at his office, £C8 RTE. Ferguson, 
House 8. Captain FARRELL who was at that time leading the 
American Investigation Team with headquarters in ghanghat,. : 
cu Advocate General's office, and was also considered 72 
te & member of O,.S,S,, asked ERREN, if he still felt 3 


Tawa) Фа >» 
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194a fron Berlin, 


ote s 


loyal to america, and if he would care to assist his 
mission. EREN agreed and was assigned to duty in January 
1946, His rank on the payroll was; Civilian Employee 
United states army, and bis monthly salary started with 

90.00. Subject states that his work with Captain FARRELL 

& recorded ín tbe government files of the Judge Advocate 
in ghanghai, and consisted mainly in collecting and inter- 
preting evidence for toe war Crimes Trial of the 25 defen~ 
Gants, known as the EHRHARDT espionage ring, During the 
trial he was the main prosecution witness. Afar the ZHRHARDT 

-- trial, in February 1947, subject continued to, work for 

Captain FARRELL until his return to America. 


Prior to captain FARRELL's departure, he handed sub- 
ject over to Colonel amos D, MOSCRIP Jr. who was continuing 
FaRRELL's work in Shanghai. 


subject worked continuously as an American agent for 

Colonel MOSCRIP in the same capacity as he had worked for 
Captain FARRELL, ERBEN started under Colonel #OSCRIP a$ 
puo per month and was raised after Z months, іп МАУ 
947, to $200.00 per month, subject further states that 
he was on active duty under Colonel MO3CORIP'S command until 
1 september 1947, the day of his arrest by Chinese author- 
ities, and he nas not been notified by his officer-in- 
Charge to the contrary. Hie last order, dated 4 septenber 
1947, and sent by cable to subject when he was on board 
the U.6.4,7. "General Black", read as follows; 


: ` sgIGHAL cOR;9 UNITED STATES ARMY 


Received at 2100 + 04 September, Za Shanghai, China RC KIL 
Shanghai, ENJ CK 30 3eptember 3, 1420» 


Colonel Plumpkin for Berzann Erben, Qensral Black, X36. 


Request you send me your address in Germany immediately 
upon arrival so that I can make suitable arrangements for 
you stop regret unable to see you just before sailing. 


Colonel koscrip." р 


% COMENTS } 


1. It would appear that EREEN's enployment by 03 
firces in China was terminated by his repatriation to 
Germany, since this office has received no advice son 


@irning bis handling or disposition. = 


uer 8. ЕРЕЕН is being held until clearenee for hís re- 
lease is received from higher headquarters. 
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he was a German spy in China dur-! 
ing the war. ! 

Erben testified for the prosccu-’ 

tion inthe trial of 27 alleged mem-' 
bers рген Erhardt, Germar: 
espionage agency which Americar.’ 
authorities contend supplied the: 
Japanese with military information; 
long after the German surrender. ' 

Erben boasted that he used to: 

accompany movie star ErrofSguynna 
on trips aboard the actor's yacnt.! 
He said he became a German SPY} 
in Mexico City early in 1941, ana 
later was sent to Shanghai to ge! 
l'information on American ship: 
jmovements, : | 
| Still later, he said he was in- 
istructed to seek out the “under-. 
ground railway” by which ЖЕНЕ 
cans, British and other Allied na 
tionals escaped from Shanghai te. 
free China. 

Asked if he did not consider his ir te 
ctivities traitorous, he denied th 
Negation, saying "I worked in z 
apacity that J] can fully justify te 
uthorities who know the score.” 
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A great deal has been said about Connunist activities AS nati m 


| 
povie industry. Mllecations have been nade by various individuals | 
that certain proninent people “in the notion picture industry are — 
Communists or fellor travelers. It is believe? that the Dureau's | 
analysis of the Comunist situation in Hollywood is wit stated, 
алі for that reason there is being set out hereafter the information. | 
contzined on pages 27 and 28 of the nQuartcrly mary of National 
Defense Investigations", 4ssucd on liovenucr 15, 1940. This infornation 
45 set out under the 41412; "corr runist Activities in the‘totion Picture 
Industry". ! 
| aparing the xst five years there have Ъсеп пшлегоч5 
allegations concerning Comunist activities in Hollyvood. 
| >> It ds alleged that one of the best sources of income to the 
d Communist Party is in the fors of contributions cither 
directly to thc Party, or to Comunist Party front organiga- 
- tions, of the lucinaries of Hollyvood. “rile none of this 
` information has becn proved, the allerations are too mwxicrous 
to be disnissci 25 fictior." 


"In 1937 the Party souk to raise 730,000 for its news. 
paper, thefvesterr: „orker, "as it ovas the; 015010508 that the s 
тгіпсіргі pert of this sui 23 been const,tutod vy neabers of 
thz novic colony- It nay b. exricines that nany persons asso- 
ciatod with the novice indurt7y are stron ly anti-Fascist in 
synpathy, and sonc have beco? over-zcclous in working for 
. the anti-Fascist ccusc. Ікеге іс ПС cout but what 1сгге 
contributions heve been mac. to ficht Fescisa. It is cq 
understandable that funds so Aonated hays t ccone diverted to 
сокета 8% channels by Com tui: » Party net-crs in charce of 
anti-Fascíst front groups." : 


"The following persons have been cllcced to be either 
Party; members or Porty synpathizers: 
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Attention FBI Laboratory 
ROM : SAC, Miami 8 — | 
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susject: KU KLUX ELAN 
INTERNAL SECURITY = I | 92237 
с > 4. AP ӛс/ | 
| On January 5, 1949, Mr. SCOTT CHRISTOPHER of the Miami Chaaber of | 
pr Chamber of Commerce Building, Miami, Florida, turned over to the Miami — 
Office three anonymous postal cards which are described as follows: `` — 
P - <s, ` j t- ËL 
; One poste dated January 1, 19,9, at Sarasota, Florida, | addressed 
— to MYHkA IDY, motion picture actress, in care of the Miami Chamber of 
| Р Commerce, New Israel, Florida, — "Ве а good girls and signed 
. sku Klux Klan". 
Woy АТТА м — — š a: 
x OR, postqasd dated January l, 1949, at Saresota, она, айай 
ERRO ; KKK, in care of the Chamber of Commerce, Miami, New 


| Iosrael, Р lorida, stating "The thing is a cinch", signed "ku Кох Klan". 


e Оле postal сага dated January 4, 19,9, at Pt. Myers, Florida, addressed 
to Klanswogan OUTHERN, in care of Miami Chamber of Commerce, New 
Israel, Florida, /stating "heep after those kikes* and bearing the return 
address "ка E Klan". 
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Errol Shot in Leg 
While With Castro 


ү: / Other Stories on Page 2 | 3 


` HAVANA. Jan. 6 (UPI) Hollywood РА Errol 


Žas which he says was inflicted by government bullets 
while he was roving with a rebel band last week. ! 

Пупп told ga press confer-| ——'——"[— 
ence here that he had been] “I can guarantee he ls not 
out three times since Christ- ja Communist. I 





225 mas with rebc! iwiders in the] “I'm sure of it. He ix 2 pure! 


r eervice of Mde? Castro, whom jidealist, and there aren't many 
he says he has known for eight left.” | 


; years. When he wat asked about 
j “There was some slraftge Argentina Dr. Emesto (Che) | 
: + (In a New Year's Eve raids. цетага, а Casiro lie lieutenant: 


о TE 


t. u apan ea me 


and. as usual whenever bullets who has been accused of Red' 
are flying. I took refuge," the !caninzs, the actor said “I only- 
actor said. “Unfortunately, one met hum fleetingly for a few! 
bullet whipped some chunks | moments.” 

off a pillar, and either a frag-' As for the possible Сот- 
ment or the bullet itself grazed | 'munist sympathies of Castro’s' 
me. brother Raul. Flynn said. 





1 "Its really nothing, but} “Well, we discussed that with, 

š judring by the fuss you'd;Casiro. and J have just one’ 
toe think I was about to lose a ‘thing to say; Anybody with in- 
зі š let." telipence is & Communist ati 

i ‘NOT A COMMUNIST’ f? bet anybody who is a Сојп-; 
m ust 40 is & fool. aj 
=j Не said ће is sure Castro is Mesu gastro Is в тегу уо 

7 not a Communist, although he|lboy." N 4 - 

: conceded the possibiity that ----------- 

S tome members of his organiza- NOS 
t tion may be. He added, how- 

3 ever, that any Reds there may, 

t be in the Castro group "aren't 

2 in any positions of power.” 

Ж. | As for Castro himself, Flynn 

: said: = = 
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UPI -168 


(FLYNN) | К МЫ 


HAVANA--MCUVIE WAPRIOP EPPC FLYNN TODAY NUPCED A PEAL WOUND HE SAID 
Кап КІТН Em TTFC'S PEPELST AGAINST TEE PATISTA 

THE ACTCR DISPLAYED A FLESH WOUND CN HIS PICHET LEG TO. NEVE MIN IN 
KAVANA, НЕ SAID HE RECEIVED IT JAN, 1 WHILE ACCCMPANYING CASTPC 
FORCES IN A SKIPMISH. — т THREE FCPAYS WITH THE REBELS IN FASTERN 
CUBA SINCE CHEISTMAS 


EF HAILED CASTRO "As A А FRIEND CF EIGHT YEAPS AND DEFINITELY AOT 
A COMMUNI ST. | 


“I'M SUPË CF IT,” FLYNN SAID. "HE IS A PUPE IDEALIST AND THERE 
AREN'T MANY LEFT.” 
HE CCKCEDED THERE MAY PE SCME CCMMUNISTS IN CASTPC'S JULY 26 
MOVEMENT, PUT SAID “TREY APEK'T IK ANY POSITIONS CF РСКЕР 
CIN A’ PECCPLED INTEPVIEW WITK RADIO PPESS IN KFW_YOPK FROM S 
HAVANA, FLYNN ACCUSED THE BATISTA FCPCES OF ATPCCTTYES AGAINST WOMEN 
AND CHILDPEN, ЕР SAID THEY BEAT THEM, CUT OFF THEIP FEET AND PULLFD 
OUT THEIR Бы» 
` FLYNN SAID ВЕ RECEIVED MIS VCUND WEILE WITH САЄТРС FCPCFE. 
*THEPE VAS Cz STPAFING,” HE SAID, “AND AS USUAL WHEN BULLETS | 
ARE FLYING TAKE PEFUCE." HE SAID HE HID BFHIND A PILLAP. = 
НЫ A BULLET PIPPED CFF SOME CHUNKS ОР А PILLAP AND 2 
“SITHER A FRACMENT CP THE BULLET ITSELF CPAZFD ME. IT’S RFALLY NCTFING , 


Е 
BUT JUDGIKG FRCM THE FUSS YCU'D THINK I WAS APOUT TO LOSE A LFG." 
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' ELIÇATICN REVOLUTICN SCOFFED TODAY AT 
;HOLLYWOCD STAP EPPCL’FLYNNSS REPCPT THAT HE WAS WCUNDED "WHILE ` 
POPERATING WITH FI DFLOCcRST EC 


THAT OLE (FLYR) NEVER 


AW CASTRO," SAID VIOLETA CASALS 
POADCASTER FCR THE REBEL RADIO, IN AN FUELTEFED BY 


APTICLE 


| FLYNN 
RAVELING WITK.A BAND OF REBEL RAIDERS 


+ А WOMAN 
Y 
WHC' SAID HE HAD BEEN STPAFED BY A CCVEPNMENT PLANE WHILE | 


т 


SHOWED NEWSMEN REPE A LEG 
WOUND WHICH HE SAID WAS CAUSED EITHER by 


BY A CHIP OF THE 
TAKEN COVER, 
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A GCVEPNMENT BULLET CP 
MASCNRY IT KNCCKED OFF A PILLAR BEHIND WHICH HE HAD 
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| ЫШ 
Е | С lenbock. said last night the 
ator feels that the charges are 
rol, Castro Trooper, а ла 
: 1 s will be able to refute them 
; The veteran actor reported 
4 
| an't Troup in U.S. (PES i ie jeg wk 
| accompanying Fidel 
и Erref *lynu. apparently,vear. He can’t appear in thejrevolutionary forces. 
roe + . 4ecovcf.g nicely from a legitimate theater while thel. — 
Doc 52 wound he says he received dur- suspension remains in effect * —— ج‎ т 
I À ing the Cuban revolution. is) The actor reportedly said at — AE n ea “г 
suffering from a much un|the time that the drama of. C СЗ ere азы 
kirder cut todas. He's been {ended his thespian sensibili- 
suspended for conduct unbe- ties. The play a dramatization Tigre. 
coming sn actor. by [ood-chain millionaire Hunt. RU —— 
The action was taken by Ac-jington Hartford of the novel RISET 
tors [Equity Assn. vesterday "Jane Eyre,” later opened on Те 9 — 
айе council heard charges Broadway with ar@ther actor 3059 
that he douginy Errol walked jin the starring ro! x š 
out ёла play in Cincinnati last Errol's Jawser. Jgstin M. Go- 15 
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